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TO TH E 



ENGLISH READER. 



IT has been very jufUy obferved, concerning thi« 
Angular Publicationy that it affords a flriking iUuftra* 
tion of the adage of Boileau, truth sometimes may 

NOT HAVE the APPEARANCE OF PROBABILITY } trUth 

here really furpaffes the powers of imagination. The 
Author appears to be a very fenfible man, and relates 
his misfortunes with great fimplicity. The remarka- 
ble hardflups which he encountered, and the diflreffing 
fituauons in which he was often placed, arreil the at- 
^ tendon in no common degree. Nor is it merely cuil' 
ofity which is gratified in this publication, his obferva- 
tions may prove ferviceable to the interefts both of 
agriculture and commerce. 

As to this Tranflation of the Work, it by no means 
lays any claim to elegance. The meaning of the Au- 
thor has been carefully attended to, and it is hoped, 
is expreffed in language at lead intelligible. 
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I Feel for every man who is obliged 
to fpeak pf himfelf, yet I am to write 
the hiftory of n^y own Shipwreck and 

Captivity! It will cafily be obferved 

ft 

by the fimpligity of my ftyle, and 
feeble didlion, how far I am from pre- 
tending to the reputation of an author j 
I am equally far from feeking the dif-^ 
mal confolation of hearing my misfor* 
tunes lamented. The Impartial Read-» 
er and Friend of humanity, will do 
juftice to my intentions ; he will per-^ 
c^ive that I thought it neceflary to 

pubUih 
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publifh this hiftory to prevent misfor- 
tunes fimilar to my own ; may I fuc- 
ceed I may I, in giving a juft idea of 
the weaknefs of a Prince fo much 
dreaded, prevent the Sovereigns of 
Europe, from furnifhing him with 
the means of injuring both their fub- 
jecSls and commerce. As to any thing 
farther, I will content myfelf with re- 
porting fadls, and giving- an account 
of what I obferved; leaving it to the 
reader to make refle<5lions for himfelf, 
as he might confider them as didlated 
by fpleen, if they came from my pen. 
It may perhaps occafion furprife that 
this work Ihould not appear till 1789, 
that is to fay, more than two years af- 
ter my captivity was at an end — Re- 

A 3 mark 
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mark therefore, obliging Reader, that 
I had fcarcely finifhed my quarantine 
at Cadiz, and had not yet feen again 
my native country, nor a tender and 
refpedled wife, whom I adore, when 
I advifed M, le Marifhal de Caftries, 
Minifter of the Marine Department, 
that I waited his orders for me to re^ 
turn to Senegal ; and in confequence, 
charged with a new commiflion, I a- 
gain re-embarked at Havre-de-Grace, 
the 6th May, 1787. I had at this 
^me the good fortune to arrive without 
accident at the Ifle of St Louis, where 
I received a vifit too interefting to be 
pafTed over here in filence, 

M. Sparman, Dodlor of Medicine 
and Profeflbr of Natural Hiftory, fo 

well 
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well known by his voyages with the 
celebrated Captain Cook, waited upon 
xne one day at Senegal, with his coun- 
tryman M. Wadftrom. Thefe two il- 
luftrious ftrangers after making them- 
felves known, informed me that they 
were come from Goree, for the fble ^ur- 
pofe of converfin^with me, and begged 
of me to give them what information I 
could, concerning the countries which 
I had paiTed through in Arabia ; and 
the eafieft way of travelling from Sene- 
gal to Morocco, traverfing the deferts, 
and pafling through Galam, Bam- 
bou, and Bondou. I told them that 
they never could accomplifh fuch a 
journey, unlefs they found an Arab, 
who would take the charge of conduc- 
ting 
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ting them ; this^ I apprehended would 
not be an eafy matter ; and even if they 
fliquld find fuch a perfon, it would be 
neceflary that they fhould appear at- 
tached to him after having efcaped 
from ihipwreck ; they would be obli- 
ged to go naked ; to be conftantly day 
and night expofed to the weather ; to 
ferve as Haves, when they met other 
Arabs ; and to content themfelves, all 
this time, to eat what their pretended 
mafler might leave to them. I introdu- 
ced them afterwards to Sheriff Sidy 
Mahammed, who lived at Senegal, but 
he told them very plainly, that not- 
withftanding his rank, which would 
fcreen him from many dangers, and 
difagreeable circumftances, he would 

not 
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^ot venture to expofe himfelf to the 
dangers of the propofed journey. Af- 
ter fuch a converfation, they perceived 
that it would be vain for them to pre* 
tend to embark in it, with any hopes 
q£ fuccefs, and therefore they gave up 
the fcheme* 

I enquired at thefe two illuftrioua 
travellers, why they had not provided 
ttheipfelves with particular recommen-P 
dations from Government? they told 
me, that as to this, they had not them-f 
felves to b^ame, as they had folicited 
and obtained recommendations and a 
protedlion, fimilar to thofe which had 
been given to M» Bougainville, Captain 
Cook and M. de Peyroufe, &c. ; and 
that previous to their leaving France, 

they 
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they had pufhed this matter, fo far as 
to take me^uf es with the Diredlors of 
the African CJompany ; that M. le Che-i- 
valier de Boufflers, Governor of Goree 
(we were acquainted with this gen- 
tleman, long fince, added they, for 
where are his name and talents un-- 
known ?) had heaped civilities on them, 
and furniftxed them with numerous 
and impprtant inftru(flions, and had 
tendered to them, all the afliftance in 
his power ; but after his departure, the 
Agents of the Company had refufed 
them the leaft afliftance. " You are a 
Frenchman, M. de Briflbn,'* faid they 
to mei " permit us however to difap- 
prove of thefe exclufive privileges, 

which are fo readily granted in your 

country. 
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country • They will occafion in time^ 
the lofs of your trade, and confequent^ 
ly diminifh the refources of the ftate^ 
We were the carriers of the Minifter's 
orders, and you privileged perfbns have 
not paid fufficient attention^to them} 
we have found fubjedtd of a monarch 
eredled on defpotifm, who wait only 
for an opportunity to becotne tyrants.*^ 
I again faw MefH Sparman and Wad« 
ftrom in France, after my return in 
June lafL 

Upon my arrival, I foilnd the Offii- 
Ce which had been refigned by M, Ic 
Mariftial de Caftrics was filled by M. 
le Comte de la Luzerne ; it was there- 
fore to this Minifter that I delivered 
the difpatches^ with which I had beeii 

entrufted; 
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entxufted. The kindiiefs with whicH 
he received me^ the concern which he 
speared td take in mf misfortunes^ 
and particularly the hopes which he 
me, that the beneficence of the 
]K.ing woiild extend even to me, as one 
df his faithful fervantSi have encoura* 
^d ine td digeA: aiid t>abii{h this hif- 
tory, which, I inay venture to fay, i|^ 
4i<5lated by tHith, patriotifm and hu- 
manity. 

# 

Oh ! Yoli, Who haVfe doubtlefs fhed 
tears upon thie imaginary misforttines 
^bf Cleveland^ will yoii with-hold thcrd 
Irom the foo real Sufferings of 

tkE tjNtORtoNAtiJ brisson; 
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HAVING made feveral voyages to 
Africa, which had been attend- 
ed with much difficulty, trouble and 
lofs, I received orders in the month of 
June 1785, from Monf. Marifhal de 
Caftriesj Minifter and Secretary of the 
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Marine Department, to embark for the 
ifland of St Louis, in Senegal, in the 
Ship St Catherine y Captain le Turc Com- 
mander, the fame officer, that gained 
fo great a charadler laft war, when 
commander of the Tlejfinguois. 

Having examined all the lands from 
the coads of France to the Canary 
Iflands, on the loth of July following, 
we paffed between thefe ifles and that 
of Palma, about three o'clock in the 
afternoon. 

Previous to our leaving France, I had 
taken care to apprife the Captain of the 
danger to which wc would be expofed, 
in thefe latitudes, from. the violence of 
the currents. I remarked to him, that 
every time I had pafTed that way, I 
found caufe to fear our being wind- 
bound on the coafts of Barbary. This 
advice, the refult of experience, fliould 
have met with attention from Captain 

le 
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le Turc ; I therefore again repeated it, 
the moment I perceived the Tea began 
to ailume a clearer dnge, and enquired 
if he did not intend to found. fVbat 
arc you afraid of ^ £aid he, the land I we 
are more than eighty leagues from it. 

Allow me here to exprefs my difap* 
probation of that immoderate felf-con- 
ceit and confidence, for which the cap- 
tains of trading veflels, efpecially thofe 
who v^t thefe coafts, are fo remark* 
able- However important an advice 
may be, they are not difpofed to pay 
any regard to it ; and of whatever kind 
the impending dangers appear, fo much 
confidence have they in their own abi- 
lities, that they are better pleafed to re- 
pair damage than prevent it. 

The under captain made me a very 
fimilar reply with his fuperior 
Alas ! too foon they experimentally 

B 2 found 
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found my fears were far from groond- 

At midnight I was awakened by the 
violent motion of the ihip, and impref- 
fed with the idea that we were aground^ 
I immediately leaped on deck. Judge 
my Airpf ife, when I obfenred a kind 
of creek formed by the rocks. The 
mariners were all found afleep. I 
quickly awakened them ; — Save your^ 
/elves J cried I, voert near tbejbore. The 
Captain got up in great conflemation ; 
and in his alarm, in which his officers 
partook, ordered them to (leer towards 
the rocks. The yeflel thus directed, and 
hurried at the fame time by the force 
of contending currents, ftruck thrice 
on the fands, and remained immove-* 

able. 

Suddenly a horrid cry is heard ; the 
vtiafts are (haken ; and the fails being vio- 
lently fliattcred, are torn to pieces. The 

terror 



MK D£ BRISSOlf. I7 

terror becomes uaiverfal, aod the cries 
of the mariners are blended with the 
horrid noife of the roaring waves; 
which appear as if enraged that their 
courie fhould be (lopped by the rocks 
and the veiTel, between which they are 
to pafs. So great is the confternation^ 
that no one thinks of doing any thing 
for his prefervation.— Q, my wife ! 
— O, my children ! — ^they cry to one 
another, raifing their hands to heaven. 
Meantime, they cut the mafts by the 
board, in order, if poflible, to right 

the fhip. Vain trouble the cabin 

is already filled with water. 

In this difmal fituation, I made up 
to the Captain, who, in his perplexity, 
could pay attention to nothing. It 
was but eighteen months before, that 
Captain Caflin had experienced a fimi- 
lar accident near Cape Blanc; in his 
4efperation, he had occafioned the lofs 

B3 <S. 
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of many unhappy wretches by blow- 
ing out his own brains: I began to 
fear, that Captain le Turc might a£l 
in the fame manner, and that we 
ihould lofe him too, I therefore be- 
fbught him to have patience, and en^ 
deavoured to raife his fpirits and cou<- 
rage, but in vain. We had without 
doubt periihed, if M. Tan his firft lieu- 
tenant,. M. Suret, a paffenger, three 
£ngli(h iailors and fbme others, encou- 
raged by my example, had not aflifted 
in throwing over the long boat into 
the fea, and preventing it afterwards 
from being broken to pieces againft 
the fhip, or funk. We were compelled 
to ftruggle the whole night with a 
boifterous fea, in hopes, that when day 
appeared, we might eflPe(5l a landing on 
the coaft, and fhun the rocks which 
furrounded us on every fide. 

'Having 
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Having taken every pretautton, I 
went into the boat with a few of the 
failors, and defired they would throw ua 
£bme ropes from the ihip, to moor our 
boat, by which means, they might pull 
die boat again to the veflel, in cafe we 
were lucky enough to get a fafe landings 
This was the only method we could 
diink of for preierving the Captain, hiir 
mate, and about three fourths of the 
hands, who did not incline to hazard 
themfelves in the boat, for the firft triaL 

Scarcely had we made two ftrokea 
With the oars, when the ebbing and 
flowing of the waves tore them fron\ 
the hands of the rowers, and the boat 
was overfet ; the waves parted us and 
caft us all on the fhore, except the Sieur 
Devoife, brother of the Conful of Tri^ 
pall, in Syria. I plunged again into 
the fea, and was lucky enough, at that 
inftant, to fnatch him from the grave* 
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Our unfortunate friends aboard the 
fhip, had now no profpedl of aiUftance 
from us; but I fpeedily endeavoured 
to refreih them with hope, and for this 
end again threw myfelf into the water, 
accompanied by Sieur Yan, who al- 
ways zealoufly fupported me. He foon 
engaged the reft to aflift us in attempt- 
ing to recover the boat, which we did 
with much difficulty j our labour was 
however abundantly repaid, when we 
had brought the whole crew fafe to 

land. ^Thus did we efcape this firft 

danger, only to fall vidlims to a fe- 
cond, vaftly more terrible. 

I enquired at the Captain, at what 
diftance he I'uppoled we were from Se- 
negal ; but his anfwer was not fatisfac- 
tory to me* Ignorant to what hand 
we fliould turn, I informed my com- 
panions in misfortune, that I could not 
flatter myfclf with the hopes of con- 
ducing 
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dudting them to any village of the 
tribe of Trargia^ where I might per* 
hap3 have been known by fome Arab 
who had relations at the ifland of St 
Louis. " In this cafe/* faid I, " our 
captivity would have been ihorter and 
lefs rigorous ; but I am airaid* we may 
fall in with fome hordes of the tribe of 
the Ouadelims^ and the Labdeffiba^ a fe« 
rocious people, who live in a manner 
truly favagc ; who always wander thro* 
die deferts, and fubfift on the milk o£ 
their camels/' 

We had th^n no fooner landed, than 
I perfuaded my companions to afccnd 
the rocks to find out upon what coun* 
try Providence had thrown us. When 
we reached the fiimmit, we perceived 
a vaft plain, covered with white fand, 
and interfperfed with certain plants^ 
refcmbling branches of coraL Thefe 
plants carry a fmall grain, of the 
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fame colour, and alrtioft the fame fliape 
with mnftard. The Arabians call it 
Avexoudi they gather it and make it 
up into a pafte, on which they feaft. 
We obferved that the diftant hills were 
covered with a fpecies of wild fern,^ 
which bore the appearance of an exten-« 
five foreft. 

In proceeding towards the hills, I 
found fome camel's dung under nx^^ 
feet, and foon after obferved the ani* 
mals pafluring here and there. There 
remained therefore no doubt of the 
country being inhabited, a difcovery 
which was very agreeable to us; for 
although we were entirely ignorant 
what fort of people they were, into 
whofe hands we had fallen, we were 
very happy in the thoughts of ap- 
proaching fome inhabited village, as 
hunger began to prefs us very hard, 
cccafioning very importunate demands 

within 
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within us. I knew better than any of 
them from former experience, what we 
,had to fear from hunger, and ftill more 
from thirft. 

I was occupied with thefe difinal jro- 
,fle£tions, when I obferved at a diflance, 
fomc children eagerly gathering toge- 
ther their herds of goats, and driving 
them away before them. I inftantly 
xoncluded that we were difcovered, 
and that our prefence had occafioned 
fome terror amongft them. The* cries 
of the children fpread the, alarm to the 
neighbouring camps, and the inhabit 
tants very foon appeared coming out 
to meet. us; when they had obferved 
us a little, they feparated from one a- 
nother, ikipping and bouncing about 
upon the fand ; they covered their fae- 
ces with their hands, and fcreamed out 
with horrid cries, — ^frightful . fhrieks 
indeed ! we had now every reafon to 
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believe theie people were acquainted 
•with Europeans. Their geftures, and 
operations in order to furround us^ 
bore no favourable afpedi to us : I there- 
fqfe charged xhy unfortunate compa- 
jaions, by all means to keep together^ 
and to proceed in order, till I fliould 
be within hearing of the natives. Iii 
icny former voyages to Senegal, I had 
acquired a few Arabian words which I 
hoped would prove ufeful on this oc-* 
•cafion. Firft then I fattened a white 
handkerchief to the top of my cane, iri 
the manner of a flag J perhaps, thought 
i, they may have fome acquaintance 
with this fignal, the rather, if any of 
them may have feen it at Senegal, or 
if they have obferved atiy veflel on 
their coafls, they may perhaps conceive 
that we are unhappy Frenchmen whom 
ihipwreck has thrown on their coaflsi 

Whea 
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When wc drew near to the favages, 
fome of our people, among whom were * 
the firft and fecond lieutenants, went 
apart from the reft ; they were ' imme- ' 
diately beiet and feized by the collan 
It was not till this moment, that, by 
the refledlion of the fun upon the po- 
lilhed fteel of their poignards, we ob- 
ferved they were armed; ignorant of 
this 1 had confequently advanced wi- 
thout fear. As the two unhappy men 
who had been feized, did not appear 
again, I did what I could to compofe 
my companions, but my attempts were 
vain, terror feized them, and they all 
began to cry out in defpair, and difperfe 
from one another. The Arabs, armed 
with great cutlafles and fmall clubs, 
fell upon them with incredible feroci- 
ty ; and I foon faw fome of them ly- 
ing wounded, and others ftript and 

C naked. 
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naked, flretched out expiring on the 
fand. 

Amidft this horrid maffacre, I ob- 
fervcd an unarmed Arab. From his 
appearance, I conceived he was one of 
thofe who had accompanied Prince Al- 
liCQury^ in a former vifit which he made 
to the Ifle of St Louis : I immediately 
ran up to him and threw myfelf into 
his arms; after examining me fome 
time, he caft a difdainful look on me, 
on the Sieur Devoife, the mate of the 
Ihip, and five others of my compani- 
ons who never would leave me, fuffi- 
cient to convince us, our fituation was 
not more favourable than our neigh- 
bours. He then took my hand, exa- 
mined it attentively, counted my fin- 
gers, flipped his hand into mine, and af- 
ter making feveral motions with his 
head, he enquired at me; Who art 
thou ? What do you here ? How came 

you 
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you hither ? I traced upon the fand, 
the figure of a fhip, and by means 
of the few Arabic words with which 
I was acquainted, and my geftures, 
I iucceeded fo far as to make him 
underftand, that I intreated his aflift- 
ance to condudl us to the place ap- 
pointed for us; I alfo informed him, 
that I had about me what would abun- 
dantly repay hinx for his trouble ; an 
argument which I found he more rea- 
dily underllood, and was much more 
weighty in his mind, than any other, 
for he immediately entwifted his fin- 
gers with mine, to fhew me, that from 
that moment, we became clofely unit- 
ed, and upon the fpot defired me to 
give him the effecfts, of which I had 
ipoken. I then delivered to him two 
^ery elegant watches, one of which 
was a repeater, with their chains, a 
gold buckle for the neck-cloth^ two 

C 2 ^^ 
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pair of filver buckles, a ring fct with 
diamoads, a goblet and filver cover, 
and the fum of two hundred and twen- 
ty livres in fpecie. I eafily obferved 
that if the jewels were acceptable, the 
filver was much more fo. He concealed 
his treafure with great care and fecre- 
cy in his fhirt, which was blue, pro- 
mifing me at fame time, that he would 
not forftke me. The precaution which 
I had taken to preferve thefe jewels, in 
the hope of gaining, by their means, 
the good will of any perfon into whofe 
Jiands I ihoidd fall, proved in the end, 
a caufe of very great regret to me. 

As foon as my Arab had fecured his 
booty, he enquired upon what coafl 
we had been fhipwrecked ; I pointed it 
out to him, and he immediately called 
upon fome of his people whom he de- 
fired to follow him. From the manner 
in which they approached him, I per- 
ceived 
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Ceived Aat my protcAor was a man of 
ibme note: indeed, he proved to be 
their prieft, whom they called Talbe. 

Having reached the (ea (hore, they 
'began to raife a great fhout of joy; 
but the jealoufy which was vifible on 
their countenances, fpeedily damped 
their fpirits. They wiflied that we 
would fwim to the Ihip, and recover . 
all that poflibly could be faved: but 
we excufed ourfelves, alledging that 
we could not fwimj and they were 
thus obliged to go themfelves. It was 
impoffible for thofe who remained on 
the Ihore, to conceal their fear, left 
their neighbours who fwam fhould be 
greater (hares in the fpoil than they. 
The women in particular fliewed ex- 
ceffive uneafinefs on this head. 

Meanwhile, the news of our (hip- 
wreck fpread quickly through the coun- 
try, and the covetous favages flocked 

C 3 from 
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fixun all quarters, in fuch numbers, at 
could not fail to excite fufpicion ; they 
ibon came to blows, and feveral of them 
loft their lives. The furious women 
who could not reach the ihip to pillage, 
fell upon us, and tore from our backs 
the few remaining cloaths ; they attach- 
ed themielves particularly to me, be- 
caufe mine had been better preferved, 
and therefore merited the preference. 

My mailer who was a very great 
warrior, and who perceived that the 
number of Arabs was continually in* 
creaiing, called two of his friends, 
whom he had, very craftily, made 
fharers with him, in the property of 12 
of the (hipwrecked people, who had fur« 
rendered themfelves to him. This was 
the beft expedient to form a party, and 
to preferve the (hare which he had in 
referve for himfelf. After having made 
the ncceiEury arrangement, for fecuring 

his 
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hi8 fiiare of the booty taken from the 
fhip, and the (laves which he had ac« 
quired, he feparated us from the croud^ 
putting us under fhelter to prevent our 
being infulted. This was a miferable 
hut covered with mofs, and iituated 
more than a league from the iea : where 
we were all lodged or rather crammed 
together. 

The iirft care of our patron was to 
vi£t us frequently, fearing that we 
ihould conceal any thing from him. 
-Unhappily for my comrades, they could 
get nothing preferved, from the harfh 
manner in which he treated them. He 
dripped them even to their fhirt and 
handkerchief; and gave them to un- 
derftand, if he did it not himfelf, o- 
thers woukl do it; He feemed inclin-^ 
ed to come to the fame extremities 
with mie, but I obferved to him that I 

had 
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had already given him enough ; ib he 
left me undifhirbed* 

I had not yet learned into what tribe 
we had fallen; in order therefore to get 
information, I addreiled myfelf to our 

. mafter, with whom I had the follow* 
ing converfation, partly by words and 
partly by figns. ** What is your name, 
and to what tribe do you belong ? and 
why have you fled from the companies 
which are more advanced upon the fea 
coail ? — ^My name is Sidy Mahammet 
del Zouze ; my tribe is that of LabdeC- 
feba, and I fled from the Ouadelims 
becaufe we could not live on good 

.• terms with them. But as to you, what 

- is your name ? and are you brother to 
thefe people," (pointing to my compa- 
nions). I anfwered all his queftions ; 
but was not a little diflrelTed to learp, 

'. that we had fallen into the hands of 
the flerceft of all the inhabitants of the 

Arabian 
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Arabian Deferts. I forefaw from this 
hour, what diftrefs and uneafinefs wc 
behoved to fufFer, till the time we 

fhould be delivered. ^Well then ! 

how fhall that be? Alas, I durft not 
any longer flatter myfelf with this 

idea 

My fears were too well founded* 
My mafter after having fccreted in the 
fand, the little treafure i\'itU which I 
had enriched lum, returned co the fea 
coaft, to fee what further accrued to 
him from the pillage of the fliip. Du- 
ring his abfcnce, a troop of the Ouade- 
lims came to attack our retreat. They 
plundered, pillaged and ranfacked the 
whole; they feized us, fome by the 
neck, and others by the hair j two of 
them turned to me, took hold of me 
by the arms, and threw me fometimes 
on the one fide, and fometimes on 
the other. The few cloaths I had re- 
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xnainittg, fecmed to be the objedl of 
their jealous fury. Others at fanie 
time running up to me, furrounded 
me, lifted me up, and dragged me to 
a lonely place, and after having pulled 
oflFmy fhirt and neck-cloth, they threw 
me behind fome heaps of fand. There 
they committed every Ibrt of outrage 
on my perfbn ; I thought I was now 
in my laft moments, and expecEled I 
Ihould expire under their blows ; the 
ropes they had prepared to bind me, 
ieemed to announce death to me. I 
was thus cruelly perplexed, when one 
of my mailer's affociates, came run- 
ning up to us quite out of breath ' 

** Stop, cried he, you have committed 
unheard of enormities, in the hut of 
Sidy Mahammet, our Talbe. Not Sa- 
tisfied with carrying off his flave, you 
have trampled under foot, in your fu- 
ry, the facred books of our religion* 

The 
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rhe prieft enraged at your facrilegious 
:ondu(f):, has required the old men of 
he two parties to aflemble, and judge 
he culprits in open ooa^;; 11. Believe 
ne, returning the Have, is the only 
T^ay you have to appeafe his rage, and 
:o prevent the confequences."* This 
hreatening produced the efFedl intend- 
kI by the mefTenger of Mahammet. I 
T^as delivered back into his hands, by 
thofe who had treated me fo cruelly 
ifter Separating me from my compani- 
>n8: and he carried me immediately 
iway, to deliver me up to frefh tor- 
nents* 

Nouegem, this was the name of my 
deliverer, condudled me flraight to the 
place where the council fat, and when 

he 

* I was not at this time fo well acquainted with 
/Arabic as to underfland this converfationy and feveral 
others which I will recite ; but after I acquired fome 
knowledge of the language, mj mailer caufed me re- 
peat them to him. 
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he had prefented me, he thus addref- 
fed them : " Behold the flave of Ma- 
hammet, I have followed him the whole 
day; not to lofe fight of him ; and af- 
ter many fatigues and dangers, I have 
delivered him from the hands of thoie 
who had carried him away. I demand 
as a reward for my trouble, that he 
Ihall be numbered with my flaves. I 
have a better right to him, as I have 
feen him deliver to his mafter a great 
many articles, which appeared to me 
to be very valuable." I immediately 
faw a multitude of women and chil- 
dren, who aflemblcd around me. They 
examined me attentively, and cried a- 
loud, all at once, Es Rey ! 

Sidy Mahammet, enraged at what 
Nouegem had revealed concerning the 
treafure, as well as the pretenfions 
which he had fo boldly advanced, caft 
upon him a contemptuous look, a dread- 
ful 
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ful frown of rage, and immediately re- 
plied: *• Whether this Chriftian be 
Rey (King) or not, he " is mine ; he 
threw himfelf into my arms of his 
own accord ; I have promifed to pro- 
teA him and condudl him to Allicoury. 
I have pledged my word, and I hope 
this tribunal will know how to make 
a (Uftindlion in favour of my rights, 
between a man of my character and a 
man like Nouegem, who deferves the 
levered punifhment from me** — One 
may form fome idea, from this dit- 
courfe, of the pride of Arabian Priefts. 
** Since you make fuch pretenfions,** 
the Arab quickly replied, " and he 
cannot be mine, he fliall perifh by my 
hand j" ^ faying, he lifted his poig- 
nard to Arike m«. I flood trembling 
under the threatening fword of this 
Barbarian; but my mafter, witKout 
lofs of time, threw upon me a kind of 
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chapdct* of incredible leng^; and 
then took iip a little bop^, which kung 
by his giirdlc ; at the fame indent, the 
KQmen, vnOxing tow^fd^ me» drew" me 
from un4er the haAd of Nouegem, and 
put me uuder d||o& of the exiraged 
prieft, aB they all dreaded, he was to 
pronounce an anatbma on his opponents 
Tb? Council in a body approved of this 
adl of authority of the TalU. They 
lapghed very much ^t the women's be^ 
havicair, of which they at the famtf 
timp approved. 

At fome diilance ^om the place 
ithere this fcene had been tranfaiSled, 
I found my comr^es, who never cx^ 
pedled to fee me again. But, Great 
Qop ! in what fituation did I find 
th^xn-— thpy now began to feel the fir(t 

heirrors 

* * The Taftas cord, on which arc ftrung 1 15 fmall 
tjack beads*. Thefe they keep, as the CathoHcs do 
their Chapelets# 
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horrors of famittie. They had eaten 
oodbmg for two days ; nor was my 
own cafe better ; but the awful dilem- 
ma, into which I had been thrown^ fo 
agitated my fpirits, that I had even loft 
power of feeling the hanger which 
preyed on me. 

In a little time^ when I became 
[bmewhat calmer, I reflected on the 
danger, which I had fo fortunately ef^ 
capedy my mind was fo much afi^ed, 
that I could not refrain my tears. I 
mdeavoured to conceal from thofe a^ 
round me, this evidence of my ienfibi- 
ity and diftrefs ; but fome of the Wo^ 
nen beiide mc, obferved it, and in 
^kce of being afie(5ted with my fitua*^ 
ion, they threw fand into my eyes, to 
iry, as they faid, n>y eyelids. Hap- 
>ily the night, which fcremed me' 
Tom their view, faved me from the 
•age of tbefe monfters. 

D 2 ^^t. 
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We had been now three days in 
Slavery^ and had as yet got nothing to 
fupport viSy but a little meal^ not more 
corrupted by fea water, than by a mix- 
ture of barley meal, which had been 
long kept in goats ikins — - — but even 
this wretched repaft was interrupted 
by alarming cries, which we overheard 
at a didance. 

One of Sidy Mahammet^s friends ran 
up to him^ and advifed him to hide 
himfelf very quickly, becaufe the Oua- 
delims were arming from every quarter 
to carry off their feizure. " Fly, with 
your-flaves,'* faidhe, " whilft I gather 
together fome of ours ; and at break of 
day we will proceed on our march to 
regain our habitation." I have fince 
learned that the Arabians of the tribe 
of LabdeiTeba, had only come to the 
fea coaft, about three days before our 
Shipwreck, to gather together the wild 

grain 
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grain for the fupport bf their families. 
They appointed the place- of rendeC* 
vous } meantime, we were to conceal 
ourfelves behind the hillocks of fand^ 
where we fhould remain, till fome 
Arabs of another tribe, but equally 
interefted in preferving their booty, 
fhould come to join us, and reinforce 
our troop. A Guide, who fhould go 
before us, was to place at little diftan- 
ces, finall pyramids of flones, to point 
out to us, the road which we fhould 
keep, and to prevent our falling into 
the midft of fome hoilile village, more 
efpecially of the Ouadelims. The fadt 
was, thefe people are fo avaricious, 
whether friends or enemies, there is 
equal caufe to be fufpicious of either. 
At break of day, all thofe who had 
Ghriftian flaves, joined us, and we all 
proceeded on our march for the interi- 
• D 3 or 



or pigrts of ;tb|9 country^ wh^re th^p famU 
liea of oui; refpe^ve mafters refided. 

It if impoffible to defcribe our fu& 
fe^ingf on this joun^y, efpecially front 
thirft. ^ We h^. iucK difficulty to vaqyff 
our; tongue tk« wq t^emblejA tp .aft 
the fmalkft queftion* We were obli- 
ged to fqllpw. the tr^ck of the camels^ 
by which our marcb^ was ha(leped ; 
and dt^ading. our. being cariHedo^i ou? 
maftera caufed us to m^e fo mai[iy dif^ 
ferent countcr-niarqhep, that wq were 
fifteen days in reaching their hs^bitati-t 
ons; a journey, which we could have 
agcprnplifht^d in fiye,' h^ we followed 
the dire(Jl ro^cj. 

After haying cli<nbed over moun« 
tains of a prodigious, height, which are> 
wholly, covered; with . fmall pebble$ of 
a greyifh colour, as fharp as flint itoneSy 
we defcended.into a fandy plain, over-j 
fpread with thorny and thillles. There, 

we 



we flackened our pace ; the ibles of my 
feet were bleeding €o much, that it wai 
not ia my power to walk any further. 
My mafter jthen defired me to moimt be^ 
hind him on his camel, but this atoe&4 
tVon on his part, was far from giving 
any . eafe to mt, but • on the contrary 
proved a iburce of inexpreffible torture. 
The Gamel is naturally a very dull a- 
imnal, with a very hard trot. As I wav 
naked, I could not defend myfclf from 
the rubbing of the hair of the animal 
upon me, in fiich a manner, as quite 
flead:.me in a very fhort time. The 
blood run copioufly down the flanks 
of the animal ; a fpedlacle which fo 
far from exciting the compaflion, oc 
moving the pity of thefe Barbarians^ 
only contributed to their diverfion^ 
*rhey made game of my fufFcrings, and 
to heighten the jeft, pufhed forward 
their animals. It would certainly have 
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iflucd in mwriblc wounds, if I had 
not adopted a fcheme, very violent, 
though neceflary, to flip of and w^alk 
on the fand. I received no other da* 
mage in difmounting, than my body 
being univerfally jagged with the thii^ 
ties and thorns, with which I have alrea*- 
dy mentioned the ground was covered. 
As night approached, we obferved a 
very thick fmoke. I fuppofed we were 
drawing near to fome village, where 
we might procure fomething to eat, or 
rather to drink ; but was foon convin- 
ced it was only fome thick bulhes, 
where our guide had taken tip lod- 
gings* I therefore ftretched myfelf out 
behind a bufh, to wait for death j and 
had fcarcely lien down, when an Arab 
of our company, came to me, ordering 
me to get up, and aflift him in unload- 
ing his camel; I. was very much en-' 
raged at this order, and anfwered 

him 
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him accordingly without ceremony; 
he immediately drew from under my 
head, a little old Sailor's hat, which 
had been given fne in place of my own ; 
he fpit upon it, as a mark of contempt, 
and feizing me violently by the arms, 
he drew me towards the camels. 
When he thus laid hands on my body, 
I could no longer command myfelf. I 
iimnediately flruck him a blow on the 
face J then, having difengaged myfelf 
from his hands, I feized a baton which 
he had armed with a lance, and run up 
to ilrike him ; but running away, he 
escaped from my rage. 

I at the fame time obferved my map- 
fter, advancing to my afliftance, but 
as I did not know his defign, I cried 
out to him, that if he intended to a- 
venge his comrade, he would find me 
determined to refift, rather than fufFer 
myfelf to be beat any more. My deter- 

minatioa 
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Biinadon and direatenings mtide hSm 
laugh ; notwidiilanding, he relieved me 
of my uneafineik, afTuring me that I 
had nothing to fear. This adventure 
fcrved Itkewife to convince me, that bf 
9 firm behaviour, I might fhun, mudi 
of that bad treatment to which L would' 
be' expoied by {hewing apy timidity { 
and I experienced in the fequel that thiif 
idea was well founded. The Arabtf 
fliew dieir courage moft, when they 
meet with no oppofitlon. 

Meantime, I obferved they were 
making preparations which very m uch 
alarmed me. They made red hot fome 
ilones in a great fire, then raifing up a 
great (lone which lay at the fide of a^ 
bufh, they dtig a hole in the earth, and 
the Ar&bs, . repeating my name, raifed 
great burfts of laughter: At laft they 
called upon me, and defired me to ap« 
proach the hole which they had digged. 

The 
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he mgok I had ftruck, made feverai 
jSerent figos with his hand ; he crof- 
d and recrofled himfelf on the neck, 
i if he meant to cnt it, hereby fignU 
Kuig^ to me, that I would be cut 
mne my&lf. Notwithftanding my 
r;fe!ution to defend myfelf, all thefe 
sftures difpleaied me not a little. 
at what was my furprife, when I faw 
:iem draw up out of the ditch, as I 
pproached it, a goat's {kin bottle full 
f water, a fmall leather bag, which 
'^ full of barley meal, and a goat 
ift killed. The fight of thefe provifi-* 
Els perfe6lly reftored my tranquillity, 
lOugh I remained ignorant to what 
arpofes the ftones which were on the 
r'C were to be applied. At length I 
iw them fill with water, a great 
rooden veffel, into which they tum- 
d the barley meal; while the red 
LOt ftones thrown into the water, fer- 
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ved to jnake it boil. It was thm 
our mafters drelled a fort of brbth^ 
which they then kneaded with their 
hands and eat unchewed. As for us 
flaveSy we had nothing to eat but the 
fame kind of pafte. The Arabs threw 
it to us upon a kind of carpet, which 
our patron generally fpread below his 
feet, when he repeated his prayers, and 
which he employed as a mattrefs du- 
ring the night ; after having kneaded 
this leaven .a long time, he gave it to 
me, that I might divide it among my 
companions. One can hardly conceive 
how difagreeable this leaven was to the 
tafte. The water with which it was 
mixed had been procured upon the fea 
fhore, and had been preferved after- 
wards in the £kin of a goat newly kil- 
led. To prevent it from corrupting, 
they had mixed a kind of pitch with it, 
which rendered the finell of it doubly 

noxious. 
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noxious* The fame water was given us 
to drink, and bad, as it was^ our aU 
lowance of it was extremely fmalL 

The Arab whom I had ftruck, obfer* 
ving that I Was complaining, gave me 
the remainder of his broth^ and told 
ine that to-morrow we fhould eat the 
goat that had been killed for us ; this 
he made me underfland by ligns. I 
informed him, partly by figns, and 
partly by words, how much 1 was fur^ 
prifed to have found thefe provifions ; 
he took the fame method of telling me^ 
that the guide, who went before us^ 
had procured them for us from a vil* 
lage in the country, and that he had 
concealed them under ground, to keep 
them from the fight of the Moors, in 
Cafe they fhould pafs that way. Thefe 
particulars furprifed me, though I con- 
fefs, it was flill more aflonifhing to 
me, to find the refentment of this Arab 



50 CAPTIVITY Qt 

turned into a€b of kindaefs and Com*- 
plaifance. Our repafl being ended^ each 
of us lay down to fleep behind a buihu 
At break of day, we heard the voice 
of our mafters^ ordering us to gathef 
together the camels and load thexik 
After doing as defired, we purfued our 
journey, carrying with us the fmall 
remainder of our provifions. It wa^ 
nearly mid-^day when we flopped in a 
great |)lain, where we did not find fa 
much as a fingle tree to fcreen us from 
the fun, which darted right upon out 
heads. There we Were employed in 
unloading the camels, and in pulling 
up roots to make a fire, which was a 
very painful operation, as all tl>e trees, 
roots and herbs were thorny* When 
the fire had thoroughly heated the 
land, the goat was wholly covered 
with it J and we were employed in 
keeping fuel to the fire, while our roaf- 

ters? 



I 
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ten regaled themfelves with the raw 
fat of the goat ; they appeared to con- 
fider this ae a very great rarity. So 
foon as the meat was baked and with- 
drawn from the fire, our Arabians, 
without allowing us time to clean it 
from the fand, devoured it with incre- 
dible Yoracity. After having thorough- 
ly gnawed the bones, they made ufe 
of their nails for fcraping off any flefli 
which remained upon them ; they then 
threw them to us, widi orders to eat 
eirpeditioufly, and reload our camels, 
fo that our journey might not be hin^ 
dered. 

The fun was juft about fetting, when 
by the reflecflion of its bright rays (for 
in this country the fun lets every day 
in a red £ky) we difcovered tents fcat- 
tered up and down upon a little emi- 
nence, and flocks which had come 
there for pafturage, 

E 2 Tlve 
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The inhabitants of the village came 
out in throngs to meet us ; but in place 
of fhewing us any of the pleafant du- 
ties of hofpitality, they loaded us with 
injuries, and made us fuiFer very in-., 
human treatment; two of my com- 
rades were put into a very pitiable fitua- 
tion. The women particularly, much 
more fierce than the men, took delight 
in tormenting us. Our mafters could 
not make any great refiftance ; they ap- 
peared on the contrary much better 
pleafed that they fhould teaze us, than 
meddle with the lading of the camels. 

While I was at fome little diftance 
from mine, I fuddenly noticed a man, 
who aimed a blow at me, with a double 
barrelled gun.* I prefented him my 

breaft, 

* Several years fince, fojne veffels were loft upon 
this coaft, which were engaged in a Treaty with the 
Negroes. The Arabs carried of the cargoes, fo that 
we need not be furprifed that they had guns of diffe» 
rent kinds among thenii. 
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hvcsfCt^ and deiired him to ilrike. Hie 
firmn^fs of m7 countenance, with 
which he had been doubtlels little ac* 
cuftomed, aftoniflied him ; this fer- 
ved the more to ftrengthen my opi- 
nion, that one might impofe on thefe 
pec^k, by afTuming an undaunted ap- 
pearance. As I a^pproached to this 
maxii a ftone thrown from an unknown 
hand, but which I fuppofed to be that 
of a woman, ilruck me on the head. 
I loft recoUeifUon for a little ; but when 
I recovered, I exclaimed in a very vio- 
lent rage, and demanded fatisfadtion 
with vehement cries. I found this me^ 
thod very ferviceable in flriking terror 
and fear among thefe cbtldretu The 
favages who were gathered around us, 
not knowing the caufe of my exclama- 
tions, began to run away. Meantime 
one of them, before he went off, gave 
me a blow with the butt end of a. ^v^xv.^ 

E 3 VcvvOci. 
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which made me vomit blood. If I could 
have difcovered the fellow who ftruck 
me, I (hould certainly have avenged 
myfelf } reduced to complaining, I did 
it with fuch vehemence, that I raifed 
the curiofity of many of the monfters. 
They enquired of^my mafter who I 
was ? " He is," arifwered he, " a very 
rich Chriftian, and pofTefTed of a great 
quantity of guns, balls, flint-flonef 
and fcarlet cloth *. That you ma} 
tmderfland, what a man of confe- 
quence he is, we had accefs to fee thai 
he was very richly clothed, and thai 
his linen was perfumed with a ver^ 
agreeable odour f j and to know, tha 
Prince Allicoury and all his retinu 
had paid him a vifit. 

* He believed that all the provifions which wer 
in the King's Magazine, belonged to me. 

f This odour was nothing more than lavander-ws 
tcr, with which my lijxeu Vxad b^ea ^^tolVVA. 
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I believe I efcaped much bad ufage 
from his faying that Prince AUicoury 
had paid me a vi£it. To enforce this 
idea flill more, I counterfeited his Buf- 
foons, whom they called Egeums. This 
kind of farce fo much pleafed my mat- 
ter, that he made me repeat it as often 
as he found opportunity. He made 
ufe of this ftrata^em to divert thofe a- 
mong them, whom he fufpedled as in- 
clined to pilfer, and thus cunningly 
occupied their attention. No fooner 
did he make known my talent for imi- 
tating the Egeums^ than I was furround- 
ed by men, women and children, how 
conftantly bawled out to me, ganne^ 
(fing then). I had no fooner finiihed, 
tlian I was obliged to begin again ; and 
. this I was conflrained to do, not only 
to amufe them, but (why fhould I not 
own it), to procure a tailing of camel's 

milk 
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-as a reward for this my mean 



bufibonery. 

We rcfted one day in this village, 
where the inhabitants, however badly 
they behaved at firft, did not fail to 
give us provifions for three or four days. 
The plains which we palled over in 
proceeding towards the Eaft Country, 
were cohered with fmall ftonee as white 
as fhow, round and flat as a lentille. 
As we proceeded, we perceived a dull 
found under our feet, as if the earth 
had been dug out below us. This 
country prefented no variety to us; 
the ground was a continued plain, wi- 
thout producing even the fmalieft plant, 
Tlie atmofphere was loaded with a red- 
difli vapour. The whole country ap- 
peared as if filled with flaming volcanoes. 
The fmall ftones pricked us, as if they 
had been fparks of fire. Neither birds 
nor infecfts were to be feen in the air. 
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The profound filence which reigned, 
was fpmething frightful. If at a time 
a gentle breeze arofe, the traveller im- 
mediately found himfelf affeifled with 
an extreme languor, the lips with chap-i 
ping, the fkin with a burning heat, and 
the whole body; covered with fmall 
pimples, which occafioned a very fharp 
and difagreeable fmarting. Our guides 
■who had gone far up into t;he country, 
to ihun fomc tribes, whom they had 
much caufe to fear, were not luckier 

■ 

than we in efcaping thefe difagreeable 
inconveniencies, which we fufFered in 
this part of our journey, where the 
^fiercer animals would not enter. The 
lays of the fun darted upon the ftones, 
and I feared, every minute, that their 
icorching refle^on would have finifti- 
^ me. 

We pafTed through this vaft plain in- 
to a fecond, where the winds had fur- 
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rowed the fand which was of a reddifh 
colour, at little diftances. A few fwect 
fmelling plants g^ew on the top of the 
furrows, which were immediately de- 
voured by our camels ; they were no 
lefs familhed for hunger than ourfelvcs. 
We had the happinefs, on quitting this 
fandy plain to enter into a valley fur- 
rounded with mountains, where die 
foil was white and flimy. At the foot 
of fome tall Ihrtibs, of which the 
branches were artfully formed into an 
arbour, we found fome water, of which 
we flood in great need ; we therefore 
drank of it with much pleafure, altho* 
it was very bitter, covered with green i 
mofs, and of a noxious fmell. 

We were made amends however in 
the evening, by falling in with a horde, 
which was encamped at fome leagues i 
diRance. They received us very kind- 
ly, and pointed out to us, fome viflH 
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gtSj where they informed us we could 
receive all neceflary afliftance for pro^ 
lecuting our journey to the refidence 
6f our patrons. This was an event par-* 
ttcularly fortunate ibr us, as our guides 
had loft the way. 

My mafter's brother-in-law was one 
of the chiefs of this village, and paid 
{>articular atten|idn to all the flaves« 
He gave us fome camel's milk, and fleih 
of oAricixes dried in the fun, and chop^ 
ped fmalL I know not on what account^ 
but he fbon fliewed a partiality towards 
me, and accordingly, coming up to me^ 
he faid, " Unfortunate Chriftian, my 
brother has been indebted to me this 
long timcj if you will put yourfelf under 
my care^ I will fettle the bargain with 
him." This propofal made me trem- 
ble ;■ it appeared to me to affure me of 
a long captivity. I believed fo cer- 
* tainly, that mine was to be (hort^ thai 
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t ran immediately to my mailer, td 
prcTent his agreeing to his brother-in^ 
law^s propofition. I entreat^ him bj 
bo means to confent to any terms. I 
made him underftand • that he ^ould 
get more for my ranfbm« than his bro^ 
ther would give hinu ** Set yourfelf 
at eafe*' replied he ** you (hall not 
leave me till you go either to Senegal 
br Morocco, and that will be very 
foon." This hope filled my heart with 
inexpreflible joy. Meantime, notwith- 
ftanding the gratitude which I felt tcv- 
wards Sidy Sellem, his propofal did not 
fail to give me confiderable uneafinefs. 
He perceived it, and told me, that hi 
^ould make me repent not having ac«* 
cepte4 his offer. I attributed this threat- 
ening to his defire of pofTefling me} 
but I found in the fequel, he was ai 
good as his word* 
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Afber three days reft among the A^ 
rabs of the tribe of Roujfye^ we refu- 
med our journey, in order to get home 
to the families of our conductors as 
quickly as poflible ; though it was not 
lefs than fixteen days thereafter, in 
which we endured much fatigue and 
diftrefs, that we arrived extenuated and 
reduced to ikin and bone. 

At break of day, we difcovered i 
hamlet that feemed to promife a very 
jpleafant dwelling. Several tents pitch- 
ed amoiig thick bufhy trees, number- 
lefs flocks feeding along the fides of 
the hills, made us conceive it to be an 
iEify lum of happinefs and peace ; but u^^ 
pon clofer inipedtion, the appearance 
4>f it was much altered. The trees, 
whofe beautiful green foliage we had 
admired, proved to be nothing more 
than old gummy ftumps, with their 
few branches, entwifted with thorns ; 



a CAPTltiTt df 

£o that their inacceffible fhadd ijptQ^ii 
dut on every fide. Tbey very fbon af- 
ter obferved us upon the declivity of a 
little hill, which led vts ta the dwelling 
of our mailers. 

Several black flaves, v^ho bad com*^ 
inonly the charge of the camels, came 
out to meet their inaders^ to ki& theif 
feet, and enquire trhe news q£ theif 
health* At a greater diftance, thd 
children made the air refound with 
their cries of joy^ and their wives flood 
ereft, as a mark of refped, at their tent 
doors, waiting their xirrivaL As fooa 
as they approached ^ they advanced with 
a fubmiflire air, ptat their right hand 
upon the head of their hufband ; the% 
having kifled themi, fell down prof- 
trate before them. This ceremony 
over, they regarded us firft with a 
look of curiofity, and then proceeded 
to abufe us. Not content with that,- 

they 
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th^j ipat in our face5 and threw ftones 
at U8. The children, following their 
example, pinched us, tore our hair, and 
fcratched us^with their nails. Their 
cruel mothers called out firfl; to one, 
and then to another, encouraging them, 
amuiing themfelves by caufing them 
torment us. Unhappy as we were ! 
exhaiifted with fatigue, hunger and 
thiril, we looked with impatience to- 
wards tiae hour of our arrival; little 
ejcpeding die freih trials which await* 
ed us. 

. Meaatunei our maAers made a divi- 
fion of their ilaves. When mine bad 
nceiyfid the care^OTes of all his family, 
I eoaquired at him, which of the wo- 
men who furrounded him, was his fa- 
vourite ; he pointed her out to me ; I 
approached, and prefentod her with 
two handfuls of cloves, which her iiuC- 
band had very carefully kept, and wifli- 

F 2 ^^ 
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ed me to prefent her with, in order to 
gain her good wilhes. I learned, that 
Moorifh women, were very fond of o- 
dours, and in a very particular manner 
of cloves. She received my prefent 
with an infulting haughtinefs, and 
pnfhed me into the tent with difdain. 
Immediately after, this woman, the- 
mofl wicked of all whom I had known, 
hated by all her companions, fuch was 
the blacknefs of her charafler^ came tQ 
order us (viz. Sieurs Devoife, Baudre 
and myfelf, who had fallen to the fhare 
of her hufband) to unload the camels, 
to clean a kind of kettle, and to gather 
roots for making a fire, While fhe was 
thus employed in giving her orders, 
her dear hufband was lying faft afleep 
on the knees of one of his concubines. 
The hope of foon regaining my free- 
dom, gave me the neceflary fpirit to 
fupport me under the hardfhips which 

thu 



this ividccd woman made sue fufFen I 
therefore weot out to make faggots ; but 
what was my del|«ur^ to find cwa my 
return, my two companions, lying fel- 
led with blows, zvA ftretched out on 
the fand. They had buecn dius abuied, 
hecauie their ftrength was totally ex- 
haufted^ and they could not execute 
the taflc which (he had enjoined diem. 
I awakened my mafter with my re- 
doubled cries ; and although I could 
not {peak his language well, I made 
fliift to fupport with him die follow- 
ing -converfation : " Did you bring us 
hidier to kUl us by the hands of this 
cruel woman ? Remember the promife 
which you made me ; condudl me wi- 
thout delay to Senegal or to Morocco ; 
atherwife, I affure you, that though I 
fliould perifli, I will caufe to be taken 
from you, though I cannot do it my- 
felf, all the treafure which I have gi- 

F 3 ^^w 
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ven you ; I will certainly find a mafter 
who will treat me with more humani- 
ty than you have done," 

My rage was cxceffive j many of the 
neighbours^ witnefles of my tranfport, 
were gathering about us ; this was ve- 
ry difagreeable to my mafter, who fear- 
ed left I fhould caufe him deliver back, 
the valuable effects I had given him. 
He came to me, took me in his arms, 
and pufhed me haftily into his tent, 
and intreated me not to make fuch a 
noife. He then prefented me with a 
bowl of milk, " carry that," faid I, 
•* to my companions, who are expiring 
for want." He afTurcd me they fhould 
have feme, and befought me to be qui- 
et. I fhewed him my arms all torn 
and running with blood. " Recol- 

ledl" faid I, in my bad language^ 

•* how when we were Ihipwrecked, you 
cried out^ beholding my hands, tbc/i 

bands 
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bands have never been accujlomedto •bardla^- 
hour ; and immediately you engage me 
in the moft painful employment. Your 
countrymen experience, in my country 
a very different treatment;'* he feemed 
aftonifhed to learn that the Moors ever 
came to France ; ^^ we fhall talk of this 
another time, replied he ; in the mean- 
time, make yourfelf eafy, I will take 
care of you as my own fon/* Then 
addreihng himfelf to his wife, ** I for- 
bid you to exadt from him the lead fer- 
vice which may be painful to him, and 
I at fame time prohibit him from obey- 
ing you in it. See that fome meal be 
boiled for the flaves ; I will return e'er 
long to fee if my orders have been ex- 
ecuted." From this hour the favourite 
vowed implacable hatred againfl me. 

Meantime, the month of Auguft 
drew towards a clofe, and no prepara- 
tions making for our journey. I tliere- 
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fore enquired at Sidy Mahammet, whesx 
he propodfed to coxidcid ok to Senegal* 
He told me, that he was in fearch of 
two very ftroag aad vig^wwis cameis, 
that could eiaidure the fatigues of this 
journey, and that we would fot ^'ot, 
when he could procure them, I iit- 
treated iae would rnskQ as little delay as 
poiSible, as the nights w«re aow turn- 
ing cool ; the dews began alfo to bclb 
heavy, as to wet us, in our retreat be- 
hind the bufhes, where we fpent the 
night; it is true, that even the dew 
proved fcrviceab'le in oaie cafe, as by 
gathering it in handfuls upon our 
naked bodies, it ferved to quench our 
thirft, which the coldnefs of die night 
did not extinguifii ; and we preferred 
this drink to our urine, a refource to 
which we were often reduced. Ifpake 
a fecond time to our mafter on the fub- 
jed oi our journey, who anfwered me 
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in fuch a manner as convinced me, it 
was not from want of inclination, he 
delayed. ** Think you," faid he, " that 
amidfl fuch exceflive heat, we can pof^ 
fibly travel without a ftqre of provifi- 
on«, eipecially water ? We have much 
caufe to fear, that on our approaching 
Senegal, the river which furrounds it, 
will have overflowed the plains; we 
will alfb be in danger from the Arabs^ 
of the tribe of Trargea, who are our e-« 
nemies. I tell you the truth, continue 
ed he, we will be obliged to wait till the 
month of Odober ; about that time, 
the rains will water the defarts, and af« 
ford us pafturage for our camels ; it 
will be impoflible for us otherwife to 
fub£ft during fo long a journey/' I 
fully perceived the juftice of his reafon- 
ings, and refolved therefore to have re» 
courfe to patience. 

The 
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ITie heat was fo ^j^cdfive, that the 
flocks half (larvedi could find no paG> 
tore, and the fheep and goats returned 
in the evening, with their dugs ahnofl; 
empty ; and yet it was dieir milk and 
that of the camels, which was to fup^ 
ply food for a numerous family. One 
may judge from this, how much our 
portion was diminiihed; as we were 
Chriftians^ tvtn the dogs fared better; 
and it was in baibns deftioed for their 
ufe, that we received our allowance ! 

One day the keeper of the camels 
complained grievoufly that he was a«« 
fiiamed to ferve a mafter, who was £o 
weak, as not to keep his flaves to their 
duty. His wife did not fail^ to iiip^ 
port this complaint, in fuch a manner, 
Uaat her hiuihand, liong. accuftomed to 
be her dupe, perfuaded mt,* daat to 
prevent murmuring, he would appoint 
Baudre to that charge, as he was the 

youngeftf 



youngeft. Soon after I was obliged to 
take an equal ihare of the fheep and 
goats* The Sieur Devoife, on account 
ef his age and bad health, was ex- 
empted froin every fort of fervkudei 
bat his fituation, did not free him 
from caiife of complaint, as he wail 
conftantly etpofed to the farage treat-^ 
ment of the cruel Arabs ; I happily ei^ 
caped this by my new employment. 

One day, as I was returning witt 
toy flock, one of my flieep brought 
forth a young one, upon the fide of a 
KilL I took it in my arms, and pro^ 
ceeded to carry it^ with equal hafte 
kod care, to my mailer's favourite, I 
prefented it to her, when I reached 
home, fuppofirig that (he would re^ 
ceive it with the fame pleafure, which 
fhe had lately fhewn on a fimilar occa- 
fion ; I afked her at the fame time, if 
flie would give m« the fir ft milk of the 
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mother ; as it was cuftomaiy to give it 
to thoie who had the charge of the 
flocks. By way of reply, fhe threw a 
great knife at my legs, and drove me 
from the tent with difdain, and load- 
ing me With abuie. Her hufband, 
who had been witnefs of her brutality^ 
came to me with an aflurance, that by 
Way of recompence, he ihould appoint 
me a very large fhare of the milk. 1 
had uniformly given credit to his pro- 
mifes, but how much was I aftonifhed^ 
when in paf&ng by the back of the 
tent, I heard that rogue joining hk 
wife in her laugh at the ftroke which 
fhe had given me. I was provoked^ 
but my anger was not a little increafed 
in the evening, when I began to feck 
the milk which had been promifed to 
me, my miflrefs came to me in a rage, 
and took it out of my hands to give 
the half of it to her dog* 
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It now drew near to the end of Oo- 
^ber, and a£ngle drop of rain had 
jQot as yet fallen. My fituation be- 
came every day more and more difar 
^reeable. I had no fort of clothing, 
but a piece of packcloth about my 
middle, and was thus wholly abandon^ 
ed to nature. — ^Feeling Minos !— 
convey yourfclves for a moment to my de/ert^ 
and be convinced it is not pojjible to Jbed 
tears of blood. 

The plains and valleys were entirely 
burnt up, and nothing remained for 
the nourifhmcnt of the cattle. The 
ieafbn was far advanced ; it was now 
the month of December, a period, 
when the rains ufually were over till 
the next Odober. For three years 
this bounty of heaven had been with- 
held from the inhabitants of thefe de- 
ierts. We were now entering upon 
the fourth year of drought, to be ex- 

G ^o^^^ 
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pofed to the mod horrid diftrefs, and 
almoli inevitable death? The defola- 
tion was become univerfal, when an 
Arab from a diftant part of the country 
came to inform them, that abundant 
(bowers had covered feveral canton's 
where he refided. Joy then fucceeded 
to icar and diftreft : Every one ftruck 
his tent, and all fet out together, to 
feek a habitation, in thefe newly wa- 
tered diftri(5ls. This was the thirtieth 
time they had changed their habita- 
tion, and renewed our fatigue in con- 
fequence; for thefc hordes never re- ^ 
main above twelve or fifteen days in 
the fame encampment. I was continu- 
ally employed in lifting and cleaning 
the tents, and had the charge of the 
baggage. Often they compelled me to 
carry very heavy burdens in order to 
eafe the camels. I was too happy 
when the flocks followed in pretty 

good 
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good order, and did not give me the 
trouble of gathering them together. 

My unfortunate companions were 
fb exhaufled, that they were able to do 
nothing; the coniequence was, that 
the whole drudgery fell on me; and I 
{hared with them the little food which 
I procured, by labouring to make my- 
felf ufeful ; for our mader gave them 
nothing to eat. 

At length we arrived at the defired 
place, where I hoped foon to regain 
my freedom ; but my mader, who had 
hitherto connected the mofl perfua£lve 
language with the blacked treachery, 
ceafed to difTemble longer, and n>ade 
me endure the moft horrid tyranny. • 

We were now encamped upon a 
fandy foil, fo very moifl, that a gentle 
preffure of the body, made the water 
fpring up around us in confiderablc 
quantities. Happy would we now have 

G a \^^"^^ 
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been with an ofier netting to lie on, or 
a coarfe carpet of wool, with long hair 
to cover us; but theie conveniencies 
the Arabs themfelves are ftrangers to, 
except thofe who are rich. During 
the night, a carpet ferved for a cover- 
ing to a whole family. " Sidy Ma- 
hammet," faid I to my maftcr, " See, 
is it poflible I can long cxift in fuch 
places? Allow me a covering under 
the tent. I fuffer much from the cold 
at night, and the ground on which you 
xnake me lie is very wet. I have made 
your fortune, and you promifed in re- 
turn to ufe me as your fbn, yet you 
abandon me !*' " It is true," replied he, 
" r did promife you my friendfhip, and 
I will at this moment give you a parti- 
cular proof of it. Your fituation, you 
lay, is unhappy, but it will be much 
better than you imagine. Tell me, 

what 
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IV hat 18 the deftiny to which you are ap-^ 
pointed ? Fire and flame await you, to 
torment you through all eternity. Have, 
you confidered well your religion ?*' I 
quickly replied and pointed out to hinx. 
its excellency. He heard me for fome 
time, and then went away, telling me^ 
he preferred a bowl of churned milk to 
all the abfurdities of which I had been 
talking.-'— —Alas ! there is no kind of 
torment, which this fanatical Pried 
woidd not have made me endure, to 
compel me to embrace his religion. 

Meill Devoife and Baudre, who h^d 
heard all this comrerfation (which I 
hav€ here much abridged) afTured me 
it was very fatisfadlory. They promUi^ 
fed themfelves fome mitigation of their 
fufFerings» The hour of milking the 
camela being come,, they called me to 
receive my own and my neighbour's; 
portion^ When I ikw our portions were 

G 3 fox£iL<^Nii^x^ 
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£)mewhat larger than uftial, I coaclu-* 
ded, it was the good efiedl which my 
morality had produced; but^ on ta(^ 
^S^ ^^ ^^ difcemed, that the increafe 
of quantity was owing to rain water, 
of which they had now doubled our 
doie,ib that we had nothing but whiten* 
ed water to fupport us; this ibon 
weakened us to fuch a degree, that we 
were reduced to the hard neceflity of 
fecking our meat with the beads. The 
•mid plants which they were trampling 
under foot, with raw fhails, were out 
only nourifhment from this time, till 
the time we regained our liberty* 
Meanwhile, he continued to prepare 
hew labours for me, I now had the 
charge of putting the camels in the 
plough, labouring the ground, and fbw* 
ing it ; while my matter, not content 
with employing me in his own fervice, 
hired me out to other Arabs for a mor-> 

fcl 
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fe! of milk« I would certainly hattf 
itiBk under this fatigue, if from, time 
to time I had not found opportunity 
to ileal feme handfuls of barley; it 
was by this theft (which I am fati»- 
fied was a lawful one) that I prcftnrcd 
my Life. 

•• You fee,^ faid 1 to my mafter, 
** with what fubmifBon I labour with 
all my power, "I make faggots, chum 
the butter, keep the flocks, pull up roots, 
prepare the camels hair, which your 
wife is to Jfpin, labour the ground, and 
in Ihort every thing you exatSl of mej 
I da ; I have enriched you, and you 
will not vouchfafe to give me a few 
rags to cover me/* Other Arabs, 
more compaffionate, and always jea^ 
lous of his being in poflefEon of m;^ 
riches, which they valued at an infinite 
price, threw the ikme in his teeth one 
day; this determined him to call mc 
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to him, when he drfked me in their pre^ 
ience, if there was any perfon at Mo- 
gador (which they called Soira) who 
would pay a good raufom for us ? I told 
him they would to his content ; ** In 
that cafe," replied he, " there is a mer- 
chant Jew who pafles this way to-moT- 
Fow, afk paper from him, and I will 
permit you to write to thofe from 
whom you expedl afliftance.'* The 
merchant Jew* paffed accordingly, and 
I wrote a letter, which I addreiled to 
the Conful at Soira, or in cafe of ab- 
ience^ to his reprefentative. I entreat- 
ed him to have a feeling with our cala^ 
mities, and to fend us ipeedy relief 
I mentioned to him the befl and moft 
certain method of fending to feek us 
out^ and the only one to make ufe of 

to 

* The Jews born in t&edefert, live miiHKh the fiune 
snsuiner with the Arabs ; but thofe who dwell ia ths 
tovms, are znore rigid obferyers of the Law of Mofes.. 
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to procure us ready deliverance*. 
This letter, I committed to the handa 
of the Ifraelite, and I appeared to my- 
felf as if already at liberty ; t o<» 

flattering hope ! 

A young Moorifh girl, whole flocks 
fed often near mine, relieved me of my 
mi flake, and made me acquaihted with 
the charadler of Sidy Mahammet; " If 
he thought he durft,** faid fhe to me, 
" he would not treat you any better 
than he does your companions, nay 
perhaps, he himfelf would take you to 
a private place and kill you, fo little 
would he be flartled at committing a 

crime ; 

♦ When the French Government or any other, 
get mformation of any vefTel being loft upon theft 
coaftsy they fhould direct their Agent either at Mogador 
or at Tangiers, to make application to a Jew named 
Aaron, who lives at Guadnum. He employs emiffa« 
tiu through all the different parts of Africa, to haji 
Up wrecks. This advice, didated by VnJXiiccL\X?^^ V^ 
the bcA to be followed in fuch cafes« 
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crime ; but then he is afraid of his two 
Brothers^ who have a very ftrong at- 
tachment to you* If he promife you 
liberty, it is only to amufe you: he 
durfl: not even fend you away, for fear 
that Muley Adaram, would caufe him 
to be arreded, and take from him, all 
that you have given him, perhaps even 
his life/' 

This Muley Adaram* was a fon of 
the Emperor, Having heard vague 
reports, of the efiFe(5ls which I had 
brought with me, he fuppofed, that I 

was 

* The Sieur Soret, one of my fecretaries, PinjoHy 
Surgeon of the fliip, the two Friends, Briffiere and 
John, feamen of the fame fliip, were made to fuflfer 
from this barbarous prince, the mod cruel treatment 
Sometimes they were beaten with a baton or club, at 
other times their bodies were torn with the (Irokes of 
t poignard. Burning firebrands and red hot iron^ 
were ibmetimes employed in tormenting them. It it 
poillble to bring the Sieur Soret from NantZf- the 
wounds of whofe body will atteft the truth, of whit I 
hare advanced* 
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was a rcrj rich ChrifUaa; and in con« 
fequence, travelled more than a hund* 
red leagues, in order to make a pur« 
chafe of me. I was however very hap* 
py that I had not fallen into the hands 
of a prince, fo cruel as to revolt againft 
his own father. 

This converfation of the Moorifh 
girl, excinguilhed every ray of hope; 
that I fhould ever regain my native 
country. My mind was much agita- 
ted, and I fank into a (late of deprefli- 
on and melancholy. Ever after that 
day, I experienced continually fre(h 
caufes of diflrefs. 

I now no more met with any of my 
unfortunate companions in the fields. I 
much regretted the lofs of the Captain's 
company ; I had been accuftomed to it, 
and found a kind of confolation in talk'- 
ing over with him our hardfhips, and the 
liope of foon being again bleft with the 



%)^: of ioar own country. One after** 
S00CI9 that the coolnefs af the air had 
led my camels to ftray a little farther 
from home than ufual) I was obliged 
to follow them to a neighbouring ham*** 
let— My God ! what a horrid fpec-- 
tacle there prefented itfelf !— — — the un- 
happy Captain^ whom it was icarcely 
poilible to recollecft, except by the co- 
lour of his body, lying ftretched out 
on the fand. He had one of his hands 
in his mouth, which extreme weaknefs 
had doubtlefs prevented his devouring* 
Hunger had fo altered his appearance^ 
that he now prefented to the eye only a 
horrid carcaie; all his features were 
wholly effaced. 

A few days after, the under Captain 
(Baudre) fell down quite exhaufted be- 
hind a green buih, being left a prey to 
the attacks of a monflrous (erpenti 
The famifhed Ravens frightened away 

the 
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tlie venomous animal with their cries, 
then falling upon the dying man, they 
tore him into pieces. Four favages, faf 
more cruel monfters than the furious 
reptile, were witnelTes of this fcene, 
but left the poor unhappy man to ftrug- 
gle in vain. I came running up to en- 
deavour to fave him, if in time ; the 
Barbarians flopped and infulted me, 
and then told me ** The Cbri/Iian was 
going to broil inflames^ I left this place 
of horror, not knowing where to bend 
my Heps. My camels and iheep direo^ 
ted me ; I would have been incapable 
of re-conduifting them to their fold. It 
is impofUble to form an idea of the 
ienfations by which I was agitated at 
this time. My tears fell abundantly, 
while the moft difmal forebodings in- 
creafed my grief. When I arrived at 
the tent, I no more knew what I was 
doiqg ; I conftantly imagined I faw the 
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camiverous birds flying through thii 
air, with pieces of the flefh of my un- 
fortunate companion in their bills. My 
mafter, aftonifhed at my difordered fi- 
tuation, enquired at me what was the 
matter with me, and why I changed 
the bindings of the camels. " Go," 
replied I, " to a little diftance there, go 
and behold what have been the confe- 
quences of your cruelty, and that of 
your wife. You have fufFered my 
comrade to perifli for want, becaufe, 
by his ill health he was not able to la- 
bour ; you refufed him milk to fupport 
him, when his fituation was fuch, as 
demanded in a particular manner your 
help !" While I thus Ipoke, I concealed 
my tears, which would only have af- 
forded a laugh to tliefe monfters ; who 
ordered n^e to go and fearch the girdle, 
all covered with the blood of the un-. 
happy vk5lim of their barbarity. I wa* 

fttucfc 
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(truck with indignation, at a propofal 
fo fhocking. The commotion 1 had 
undergone, and the ferns which I had 
eaten to afTuage my hunger, occafion- 
cd very fevere vomitings to me, which 
were followed with extreme faintnefs. 
I had however ftrength enough left, to 
retire behind a bufh, where I found a- 
nother unhappy wretch. He enquired 
at me the caufe of my complaints, and 
if I had feen Baudre ? He is not far off 
replied I, unwilling to fpeak more plain- 
ly ; but my mailer's fifter, who came 
to bring us our milk, cried out, " Be 
aflured that at this very moment, tlie 
ravens are fealling on the entrails of 
Baudre ; the time is not far diftant, 
when you will be fit for nothing elfe.** 
Notwithftanding my extreme weakneft, 
I was much difpofed to give this ty- 
gi'efs an anfwer, but in confideration 
of the condition of my companion, I 

H i i^Wcsi^^ 
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refolved to keep filence. If I had beea 
the firll to inform him of the matter, I 
might perhaps have been able to have 
foftened it in the recital, but there was 
no time, I was prevented, and could 
only mingle tears with him* 

My health, which had been prefer- 
ved much better than I could have ex- 
pelled, began now to fail me. The 
Ikin of my body had been already twice 
renewed j a third time, with inexprcf- 
iible pain, I found it was covered, if I 
may ufe the expreifion, with fcales^ 
like thofe of the Arabs. The thiftles 
upon which I walked, had torn my 
feet to the quick ; I could not longer 
fupport myfelf ; in a word, the great 
dogs which they continually hunted af- 
ter me,and of which I could not get quit« 
till I had received fome cruel bites, al- 
together tended to make me quite unfit 
for keeping the camels. To complete 

my 
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my misfortune, aboat the end of Feb- 
ruary and March, the exceffive heat 
dried up the water which we had found 
in this diftridt:, and not fo much as a 
fingle drop of rain had fallen to mois- 
ten the ground which I had fbwed. 
Our flocks, finding no more pafturage, 
were upon tiie point of perifhing, when 
at laft, the two tribes of LabdefTeba 
and the Ouadelims, after having con- 
fulted, each for themfelves, , refolved 
to go in fearch of lands occupied by 
more induftrious inhabitants. The 
Ouadelims carried their ravages as far 
as Guadnum, about 300 leagues from 
the place where we had been encamp* 
ed« Some hordes of the Labdefleba, 
who were not of fo wandering a difjpo- 
fition as the former, remained behind 5 
and as they were not fo numerous, 
they found fubfiftencc for their flock* 
in the neighbouring diftridls. They 

H 3 V\^iifc^ 
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killed fpme fheep, and thus fupported 
themfelves till the end of the following 
month, at a time, which we ourfelves 
were upon our march to get out of the 
deferts, where extreme mifery threafr 
ened all the inhabitants. 

I was in the difmal iituation, I have 
already defcribed, when we accidental- 
ly fell in witli an Arab, who had in 
his retinue, a Chriftian flave, whom I 
immediately recollecSted to have been 
baker aboard our fhjp. This Arab pro^ 
pofed to my mafter to give him a good 
bargain of him ; fo that as he was by 
no means difturbed in what manner he 
was to find fuftenance for him, he a- 
greed to give a camel in exchange for 
this new flave, who was employed in 
my afual occupations. I had then time 
to recruit a httle. The unhappy baker 
paid very dear for the food which he 

knew 



knew how to procure. B ut let ua 

not anticipate upon theie matters. 

After having eaten all the (hails we 
found in our circuit, we were fiipport- 
.ed by the fheep which we found deadf 
partly by hunger, and partly difeaie; 
this fuggefted to us the idea of ftif^ 
ling in the night, fome young kid6, 
Juiowing well that our mafters would 
throw them away, as their law prohibits 
their eating the flelh of any animal^ 
whofe death is not occafioned by a 
flroke. 

This little fcheme however occafion-* 
ed too frequent deaths, and it became 
obfervable, that the goats, who appear- 
ed in bed health at night, when the 
flocks were gathered in, were general- 
ly thofe that were found dead next 
morning. Our wants gave reafbn to 
fufped: us, and at length we were 
taken in the a(S. We were however 
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acquitted for pad injuries, with ain af^ 
furance, that if we refumed the plan, 
it fliould coft us our heads. Mean- 
time, it was neceflary for us to bethini: 
ourfelves on fome new plan of fubfiflr- 
ence. Thanks to my good conftitutJ- 
on, my ftrength was recruited, and I 
was now able to make faggots, for 
which I found ready fale, as in that 
country, there is no feafon of the year, 
in which the night can be palled wi- 
thout fire ; and the women who have 
the charge of thcfe matters, are too lar- 
zy to go themfelves to cut wood. My 
little trade procured me thus fufficient 
milk for my own fupport, as well a^ 
to fpare a little to poor Devoife who 
was very fick. 

As I was preparing to go out one 
morning to make faggots, thH friend, 
fpoke to me as follows, in a voice fcarce- 
Ij audible : " All illufion is at an end ; 
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om this moment I will no more flat- 
: myfelf with the hope of ever agaia 
jing my native country. I perceive 
Y flrength gradually declines. This 
ght, yes, this night, my friend, (for 
rely you deferve that name, after 
[lat you have done for me) you will 
id nothing here, but a corpfe cold 
id dead. Fly, my dear BrifTon, fly 
iis hated abode. Try every fcheme 
>u can devife to efcape if poflible; you 
ere furely de (lined for happier days, 
heaven hear my vows, in the mo^ 
eat I yield my breath, it will reflore 
)u to your wife and unhappy family^ 
dieu, my friend, the tears you at- 
mpt to hide, are frelh proofs of your 
tachment. Write to my Brother, s£- 
ire him that my laft words are about 
im ; and that I die with the fentiments 
F real Chriftianity. Adieu ; my laft 

hour 
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hour is nearer than I expe<5led^ I ex- 
pire" — ^In reality, he died that moment 
Some children, who had been wit- 
nefles of my grief and the caufe of it, 
foon fpread the news through the vil- 
lage. My mafter's fifter, run up to us, 
and went ojBF immediately laughing 
very heartily, and faying that it would 
be fo much milk faved. Some neigh- 
bours, who I believe were moved to 

V 

pity me, by my fobbing, came to caiv 
ry me away from the lifelefs body. 
They offered me fome milk; though 
at the fame time they turned my dit 
trefs into ridicule : " Why," faid I to 
them, •* do you condemn the tears 
which I Ihed for my friend; I have 
ieen you in fimilar cafes, roll upon the 
fand and ftones. I have feen your eyes 
bathed in tears. Do you fuppofe our 
fouls are not poffeffed of the fame feel- 
lings with yours? Deceive not your- 
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felves; In this common calamity wd 
are all brothers and friends." I could 
not fay more to them. I found it im^ 
pofUble to remain long in the prefenca 
of thefe beings^ who had the human 
ihape, but were more ferocious than 
the mod formidable and horrid ani- 
mals* 

Although I had hot been acquainted 
-with M, Devoife previous to our de-» 
parture from FraneCj I was very fen- 
fible of his lofs* The pleafantnefs of 
his manner, his equal temper, acquain- 
taince, and above all, the fimiliarity of 
our fituation had contributed to con- 
ne<El us in the ftrongeft ties of friend- 
fliip. I regretted his lofs exceedingly, 
I went into the fields, to meet again 
with the only companion I had now 
remaining, and we retired together 
-with our flocks, the keeping of which 
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became daily a more difagreeable talk) 
on account of the fcarcity of pafturagCi 

On our arrival, we were ordered to 
lift up the body of our friend, and 
bury it in a deep ditch, that, as the 
Arabs faid, they might hide from ^he 
eyes of their children, the fight of a 
Chriftian. We paid him this laft duty 
with much pain, for our weaknefs was 
fo great, that we could not carry him, 
and were therefore obliged to draw 
him by the feet near three quarters of 
a league; and the earth which fur* 
rounded the ditch we had dug, having 
failed under me, I fell in firft, and I be- 
lieve I fainted away, under the weight 
of his carcafe* 

Some days after, we quitted theft 
fieldss, to feek a more fertile fpot. We 
encamped in the neighbourhood oi 
diflPerent tribes. I recolledled by die 
name Dcnoux, one of the feamen, who 

had 



had been enflaved together with me, I 
afked him the news of his companions ; 
*• Six of them," he told me-, *^ were carri- 
td oflf by the Emperor's fon, a very fhort 
time after our Shipwreck; they had 
repaffed into France* M. Taffaro, chiclf 
furgeon died with the blows of a club, 
by which he had been ftruck on the 
head. The Sieur Raboin, under Lieu- 
tenant, died fince, in terrible fufFcr- 
ings. The others, to efcape the hor- 
jrors of famine, had renounced their 
religion. As for me, Sir, it will not 
be long e're I follow tho(e that are 
In their graves^ See, what a conditioA 
I am in. There is no kind of bafe 
treatment which I do not daily fujSTer.'* 
*^ Alas ! my poor lad," replied I, " do 
not*gtve up yourfelf entirely to grief. If 
it prove true, that fix of your compa- 
nions have gotten fafe again to France, 
the Miniftry will foon be made ac- 
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quainted with our fituadon ; their ot^ 
ders will fpeedily follow the firft feel- 
ings of their hearts ; they will caufe 
fearch to be made for us, and I doubt 
not that we will foon fee the end of our 
miferies.'* 

Indeed, I have fince learned, that u- 
pon the firft news of our fhipwreck, M. 
le Marifhal de Caftries had given the 
moft pofitive orders for our redempti- 
on. But the Sieur Mure, Vice Conful, 
to whom the orders had been addret 
fed, in place of adling agreeably to the 
Inftrudlions of the minifter^ employed 
himfelf wholly in making his court to 
the Emperor of Morocco, and his Offi* 
cers, whom he loaded with confidera- 
ble prefents, at the expence of the 
Court of France. 

This agent could have procured our 
liberty, by applying at Guadnum, to 
fome Arab, or merchant Jew, who, in 

confideration 
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confideration of 100 piaftres (500 livres) 
would have traverfed every corner of 
the defert ; and who, it might be fair- 
ly inferred, would have been fatisfied, 
with a fum confiderably lefs, when he 
had not to go farther than the neigh- 
bourhood of Morocco. As foon as he 
would have been appointed to conduct 
the Chriftian ilaves to Mogador; the 
Arabs would have brought them thi- 
ther from all quarters, in order to re- 
ceive the ranfom for .them j and they 
would have been glad to have employ- 
ed what money they received, in pur- 
chafing wheat and barley, which may 
be had in abundance at Santa Croix, in 
Barbary. But the Vice Conful, by his 
negligence, prolonged our misfortunes^ 
The Arabs, our mafters, were very un-^ 
willing to undertake fo long a journey^ 
which is at the fame time both trouble- 
fomc and dangerous, without the hope 

I 2 ^ 
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of fome reward. The Sieur Mure con* 
tented hirafelf with informing the Mi- 
nifler, that he had given the ftridleft 
orders, that a proper fearch fhould be 
made for ns. The condudl of Sieur 
Mure was fo blame-worth y-, that left he 
ihould confidcr me as a vile traducer, I 
did my felf the honour to make it known 
to his mafters. It was my duty, as a 
Frenchman, and a friend of mknkind. 
On the other hand, what praifc 
ought I not to beftow on MefT. Deprat 
and Cabannes, Merchants at Mogadon 
It is to their patriotifm, the return of 
the greater part of the unhappy fliip- 
wrecked perfons is to be attributed. 
The extenfive trade which they carry 
on in the interior parts of the country 
has eftablifhed their reputation, in all 
the towns as well as in the capital. If 
their advice had been followed, how 
many accidents and misfortunes would 

li3.ve 
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have been prevented ! I have reafon to 
believe^ that this charge is now com- 
mitted to the Conful General^ who will 
particularly intereft himfelf ia the re- 
demption of any unfortunate perfons^ 
who may be ihipwrecked on that coaft. 
But to return to my narration. I 
had daily in mind the information of 
the failor, and could not imagine, how 
we came to be thus forlaken, when 
they had fuch opportunities of redeem- 
ing us. I was refle(5ling one day, u- 
pon the probable caufes of this negledl, 
when upon retiring behind my bufh,, 
I was furprifed to fee my mafter's 
camels return without their keeper. Ic 
was already late, and he was not yet 
appearing. They called to give me 
my portion of milk, and I had not yet 
feen the poor keeper. I enquired at 
them where he was I They gave me a 
refei ved anfwer^ and drove m.e ^^n^^- 

1 3 "s:\^ 
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The forbidding appearance of my ma- 
iler and miftrefs, made me tremble 
for the baker. I longed for day to en- 
quire after his fate. Early in the mor- 
ning, a young keeper, came to tell me, 
that Sidy Mahammet, who fufpedled 
the baker of fucking the milk of his 
camels, and had accordingly watched 
him, having taken him in the fadl, had 
feized him by the throat, and ftrangled 
him. " Take care of yourfelf," added 
the young keeper, " a Chriftian, who 
touches the dugs of our cattle, profanes 
them. The proprietor, or any other 
Arab, has a right to puniflx with death, 
whoever he finds tranfgrefling ; I have 
forewarned you. Take care then, left 
you commit fuch a piece of facrilege." 
I had great difficulty to give credit 
to a flory fo very infamous. I ran to 
the tent, and demanded an explanation 
ojf what the young tn.au had told me. 



A general filence confirmed the truth of 
what I had juft learned, and I gave my- 
felf up to the mod unbounded rage* 
Every one ran. But my mailer's Bro-t 
ther-inr-law, Wds the only perfon who 
difcovered any figns of compaifion to-> 
wards me. " Why," faid he to his Bro- 
ther, ** did you not fell me thefe flaves, 
when I oflFered to purchafe them? 
What pleaiure or profit can you have 
in thus occafioning a miferable death to 
them ? or why treat you thus cruelly, 
the only one that remains ? You con-* 
fefs that he deferves regard ; nay, you 
fuppofe him to be a king ; the riches 
he has given you, I think, (bould en- 
gage you to treat him handfomely." 

This laft refledlion raifed the jealou- 
fy of the bye-ftanders. They all una- 
nimoufly appeared to favour my caufe. 
But Sidy Sellem was the only perfon 
who fpoke, through his benevolent dlG* 
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pofitton. The reft did not fpeak after, 
him, as a mark of refpedl to his great 
age and riches. This was the fame Si-' 
dy Seliem, of the tribe of LarroufTye^ 
who had treated us fo kindly after ouf 
fliipwreck; and who had forewarned 
me, that I would one day repent ha- 
ving refufed his offer of purchaiing me. 
I was now the only Have in the vil- 
lage. I had no perfon to whc«n I could 
communicate my diftrefles* My fitua- 
tion became daily more and more un- 
happy ; yet I determined with myfelf, 
to be no longer affedled fo deeply with 
it. " After having fupported with 
boldnefs, fo many dangers," feid I to 
myfelf; " I have to this hour gone 
through extraordinary fatigue; my 
health enables me to encounter ftili 
frefh trials ; fupport them then with 
courage, perhaps Providence will loon 
ceafe to try me farther.'* 
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' This refolution, md the manner I had 
:ondu(Sed myfelf towards thofe who 
were wifhing to deprefs me, had procu- 
ed me fome attention amongft thefe 
avages ; infomuch that they permit-' 
:ed mc to lie from time to time, behind 
:heir tents j and even to drink at times 
}Ut of their veflels. My mafter left 
ne in peace, and did not require that 
[ fhould keep the camels* It is true^ 
ie no more fpake to me about refto-r 
ing me to liberty; befides, I would have 
^iven very little credit to any things 
/fhich he would have faid* His treaeh'* 
jry towards me, had convinced me, 
hat I could place very little confidence 
n him. 

I was obliged however to continue 
naking faggots, to procure fubfift- 
ince ; but I was often thrown into fits 
>f inconceivable fury, by thirft. One 
null have experienced the torment 



ie6 CAPTIVITY OF 

which I endured, to form an idea of 
the extremities to which it is poffibie 
to be reduced. 1 faw that the Arabs 
themfelves were in the greatefl diftrefs. 
Many died of hunger and thiHL The 
feafon promifed no relief to them. 
This was the fourth time that drought 
had dedroyed the harveft. This cruel 
fituation had fo much rankled the dif^ 
pofitions of the inhabitants of the di£&r- 
ent tribes, that they went to war among 
themfelves. They made it their bufi* 
nefs to kill as many of their cattle, as; 
they could, and dry their flefh, as the 
milk had almoft entirely failed* The 
water was now very fcarce ; there was 
none to be found in any part of the de-- 
fert, but in the neighbourhood of the 
fea-coaft, and it was brakifli, black and 
noxious. This wretched drink, toge- 
ther with the fcarcity of pafturage, had 
dn^f^n i^lmoft all the Arabs from the 

« 
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Olds. The proYifions having failed, 
.0 perfon durft fettle in the country ; 
litis were we circumft^nced, when I 
tad opportunity to obferve, what ne- 
effity could teach man to do. The 
amels, which we killed^ ferved to 
iipply with water thofe Arabs who had 
saft milk. They prefer ved with great 
are, the water which is found lodged 
a the flomachs of thefe animals. 
rhey feparated it from the dung ; and 
)y preffing it they procured a greenifh 
e^ater, in which they boiled their vie- 
uals. That which they took from the 
Kxiies of the goats, tailed like fennel, 
nd had a very agreeable flavour. This 
^ater is far from being difagreeable ; 
hat of the camels is much lefs pleafant 
o the tafte. But what aftonifhed me 
noftwas, that thefe animals, whodid not 
afte water oftener than twice or thrice 
Q a year, and who were fed upon 

dried 
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dried plants, fhould preferve in 
ilomach, a prodigious quantity oi 
ter ; the camel in particular* 

Providence, which had not \ 
!y forfaken me, continued ftill w 
ing over my days, \rhich I fe< 
inclined to ciit fhort, by exp 
tnyfelf to the dangers of a battld, 
was now a burden to me. In the 
of putting an end to my courfe, I 
ed leave of my maftcr, to go to the 
ces vrhere his cattle feed, and to 
the inhabitants in defending themf 
kgainft the pillagers. My offer vsra 
ccpted ; he gave me a be aft to rid< 
and a piftol, the only fire-arm whic 
had in his pofleffion; he then ad< 
ied his prayers to obtain from hea 
the prefervation of his camel, and 
profperity of the arms of thofe of 
party. I advainced then, with the 
tol in my hand^ accompanied by a 

la 



IfLtiom of mj maftcr's. I arrived with 
niy condudlor, in the midfl of the war- 
liors, who kept no order. I did not 
know, whether one party fled, or if they 
r^ifhed upon one another ; I could fee 
nothing but a multitude of men, and 
a cloud of duft ; and could not con* 
ceive how they could diitinguifh one 
another. Myxamgl, which doubtlefs 
had been unaccuftomed to fuch kind 
of expeditions, marched ilowly into 
the midfl of the enemies fire* My 
conduiSlor was foon feparated from 
me, and I faw him fall dead by a 
blow, which (truck him on the head. 
My camel affrighted, made fome dread* 
^1 capers; and threw me ten paces 
£rom him, upon a heap of fand. Im- 
mediately, a foot foldier made up to 
xne ; aimed a blow at me with a piftol, 
which mifled me> and he inftantly 
fell down at my feet. Another Arab 
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came up, with a poignard in his hand $ 
he attempted to flab me in the breaft, 
when by a kind of miracle^ in lifting, 
his hand round his head, he entangled 
his arm in his turban, which flowed u-: 
pon his ihoulders. I took that oppor-: 
tunity to ftrike him a blow with the 
butt end of my piftol, and pufhed him fo 
roughly, that he fell down in. a ftate 
of infenfibility. This was the only ufe 
I madie of my arms. I had nothing 
wherewith to re-charge the piftol, al- 
though in general, they never go to 
battle, without at leaft four or five 
rounds of ammunition. It had twice 
mifled fire with me; thefe accidents fre- 
quently happen with them, as both 
their arms and powder are very bad ; 
however, the battles of the Arabs arc 
very quickly decided. The greatefl 
harm thefe favages do to one another 
in their fkirmifhes, is by tearing the 

face 
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face with their nails, and ilriking widi 
the poignard« The camels generally 
accuftomed to thefe battles, throw 
themfelves with loud cries, into, the 
crowd ; they bite and difperfe their ^ 
nemies, more readily tlian armed troop- 
ers could do. 

When the confli<5l was ended, many 
of the Arabs came to me, faying, that 
I had fought well, very well indeed. 
They were convinced I had killed three 
men, although I had only wounded 
one ; I however allowed them to enjoy 
their opinion, and took care to empty 
jny piflol, that my character as a war- 
rior might not fuflFer. 

Since Providence ftill fpares me, faid 
I then to myfelf, I can try every me- 
thod to efcape. I projecfled a fcheme to 
get away, and to carry off from my 
mafter, all the treafure which I had 
given him. With thefe effe<Sls, I pro- 

K 2 ^oSft.^ 
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pofed to go over to another tribe. 

Mark my reafonlnga ^If any' Arab 

ihoidd meet me, he will not wifh for 
a more favourable opportunity to &- 
Crete himielf, in order to put my boo- 
ty in fafety, and I would engage him 
to condudl me quickly to Morocco. 
This projedt appeared to me to be an 
excellent one. Ignorant of the road 
which I.muft take, and the dangers 
which I ran, I hailed to put it in exe- 
cution. It fucceeded fo far very well ;. I 
concealed myfelf in a hole till the mor- 
ning, with a defign not only to carry 
off the treafure, but alfo, either a good 
or bad covering, as it might occur, to 
defend me from the cold. 

Sidy Mahammet foon obferved that 
his treafure was amiiEng. He ran 
quickly to the foot of the bufli where 
I lay. Intreaties, threatenings and c»- 
reffes were all employed, in order to 

prevail 



pttriSi lipon me to remrn fais goodt*; 
. jUid above all, he intreated me, not to 
fpeak of them td ainy peribm " I fwedr 
to jovL by Mahomet, by alt that I vs*^ 
Itie i&ofl;,'^ faid he to xrie;, " that I will 
eatife you to be food co&dudled to Mo* 
gador ; I promife, that I will make yov: 
a free timn the vcfry firft oppoftimi* 
ty,: Reftbre to nte, I befeech you, th^ 
'dt'luch you formerly gave me. If my 
wife^ who is juft about being deliveiv 
cd, comes to learn my misfortune, ie 
-will affeift her very ferioufty j Ihe witt 
lofe her infant, and perhaps her life;; 
Think what evils you will occafion/' 

This obfervation of Sidy Mahammet 
Would not have al8&£led me greatly, had 
1 not recoUedled during the night, that 
It was very pdf&ble, I might fall intD> 
the hands of fome unfortunate wretc^. 
too poor to undertake fo long a journey,. 
4uad who to make fure of what I had^ 
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might put an end to my days with hU 
poignard. I made a virtue of necefli- 
ty, and pretended to reftore them be- 
caufe of his intreaties. I remarked, 
what afcendancy his fear gave me over 
him, and afTured him, that if he broke 
his word, I would mofl certainly take 
again all that I had given him. He 
renewed his oaths, and promifed to 
give me pundlually, for the time to 
come, a portion of milk, evening and 
morning. He kept his promife ; but 
never went from home. He feared^ 
that his neighbours, with whom I had 
conftant inter courfe, and efpecially his 
relations, would hear of the feizure 
which I had lately made, and that fome 
other time, his dear ca£ket of jeweU 
might be taken from him for ever, I 
believe he now fincerely wifhed to get 
quit of me ; and heaven foon furnifhed 

him 
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him with an opportunity, which I had 
ib long wiflied for. 

Chance condudled to the place, which 
I had bathed with my tears, Sidy Mou*- 
hamet, Sheriflf of the tribe of Trargea. 
lie faw me, and aiked who I was. He 
was made acquainted with my hiftory; 
they boafted to him particularly of my 
^reat pofTeflions at Senegal, in powder, 
guns, &c. The Sheriflf immediately 
called me, and enquired what was my 
fitiiation at the ifland of St Louis ; I 
anfwered his enquiries. He obierved 
me a little more attentively, and then 
cried out. Are you BriiTon ?— ^ — Alas ! 
Yes, I am the fame. He was immedi* 
ately furprifed ; do you know that 
Chriftian, added he; all the property 
at Senegal is his. This man had ima- 
gined, that all the eflfedls in the King's 
Magazines, which he had feen me order 
to be delivered, were my own property. 
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M^maiterV Brot:her4i^^law9 encouri^ 
ged by thefe few wordai did not Hefir 
tsife long in making a pixrchale of me,, 
which he did for five camels. 

I did not know of this^ bargain beiag: 
concluded^ when I was one day f&mck 
^1 at once with furpriie and joy^ I 
hod returned with my mafter from gi- 
ving the camels drink, (for the third 
mne in three months) and his wife had 
ordered me to go and carry into the 
neighbouring tent^ a leathern buckeiv 
which fhe had borrowed. Sidy Sellem^c 
whom I have juft mentioned, Was there; 
he called me, and ordered m;e to pre^ 
pare to go with him, the next day to 
Mogadon I had been ib often flatter- 
ed with this hope, and had fo oftea 
been difappointed in my expe^atiofiy 
that I could not perfuade myfelf, that 
what he faid was truth. However, 
fome perfons who heard what the Arab 

iaid 
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faid to me, aiTured me that it wa^ no 
deception. The old man himielf again 
protefted to me* I threw myfelf at his 
feet, I wept, I fobbed, I laughed, I did 
not know where I was—Alas ! - ■ 1 
Who can eftimate the value of liberty? 
or form an idea of what I feh, when 
i underftodd that my fetters were inr- 
deed broken. . 

My firft mafter called me, and told 
me I was no longer his property.. ^ I 
bare fulfilled my promife,'' added he, 
"you fhall again fee your native Couil^ 
try." I forgot in that moment all my 
refentment, and gave mylclf up to un- 
bounded joy. It was no fmall addition 
CO my ^tisfadtion, when I under ftood t 
was to have a companion on thejoumey. 
" We are to meet widi fome others ait 
a:iittle diilance,'* added he. How lili- 
tle did I expcdl to find the unhappy 
Baker there. I afked at him, when 
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I faw him, by what miracle he had 
been raifed from the dead. ** Alas/' 
he anfwcred me, " I know not how it 
comea to pafs that I am not indeed dead. 
Sidy Mahammet furprifed me one day, 
fucking a fhe-camel ; he ran up to me, 
gave me feveral blows ; and grafped me 
fo hard by the neck, that I fell down, 
almpfl lifelefs at his feet. I was great- 
ly furprifed, on recovering from my 
trance, to find myfelf alone. I found 
my neck was all bloody, and you may 
fee the marks of his nails at this hour. 
I creeped upon my hands into a hole in 
a rock. The echo frequently caufed the 
voice of my barbarous mafter to re- 
found in my ears, who had come a- 
gain, a little after in queft of me, or at 
leaft to fee what was become of me. 
Not having fallen upon the place, where 
he thought he left me expiring, he cal- 
led upon me on all fides j but I would 

not 
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tkot aLiifwer him. I had refolved with' 
myfclf, either to periih with hunger,- 
or to reach the borders of the iea, in 
hopes of feeing fome fhip, I arrived 
at lengthy after ten days travel, having 
nothing to iupport me but fnails, and 
utine for my drink. The fight of a lit- 
tle fifhing fmack, which had anchored 
near the land, redoubled my ftrength, 
I ran as fail as I could by the water 
edge, endeavouring to make them ob- 
ferve me by figns, and to get the Cap- 
tain to fend a bo^t for me. But I had 
fcarcely entered upon the rocks which 
border on the fea, when I was feized 
by two young Arabs,* who dragged 
me to fome diftance from the fea coafl. 
The fright occafioned by having fallen 

into 

♦ The Arabs who dwell along that coaft, live u- 
pon their fifh. They are exceedingly poor ; but of 
much milder manners than the inhabitants of the inte** 
Hot parts ; by whom they are gr^atVf d^i^Skdu 
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into their !hands, diikppoiiimient iaha* 
Ting failed in my enterprife^ and par« 
ticularly hunger, had altogether re* 
duced me to fuch an extremity, that I 
\rould certainly have expired, had not 
they very quickly given me feme fup* 
port. They took very great care of me; 
and from that day, became my maf* 
ters. I had the charge of keeping their 
goats, for they have no other flocks^ 
nor any other livelihood but what they 
procure by means of their fifli. They 
appeared to me a much more pleafant 
people, than thofe who inhabit" the in- 
land part of the country; they are 
more induftrious. About fifteen days 
thereafter, they informed me they were 
to condu«5l me to the Sultan: and if 
they carried me thither, I believed they 
would meet with your mafter at the 
rendezvous, and inform him that they 
had arrefted me. I much wifhed. Sir,'* 

added 
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added he^ ^^ that you had been with 
me; ^ell convinced that you would 
have been happier, for I found no 
caufe to be difpleafed with thefe people. 
They often fpoke to me about you j it 
appeared that they all had known of 
yoa** But at laft we have met ; What 
are they to do with us f Are they to 
conduct us to the Emperor of Mo« 
rocco ?'^ 

After having heard the Baker's hif^ 
tory, I anfwercd his enquiries, to 
this purpofe ; that we were to fet out 
to Morocco, but that we had a very 
long journey to make. " We have 
much to fuffer," added I, " as we mud 
follow the track of the camels ; I know 
not beHdeS) on what we are to fubfift, 

L for 

♦ Tlie Jewels which I had given Sidy Mahammet, 
liad made fo much noife trough all the coimtiyt that 
the trayelBng Arabs who pafTed through our diftrids 
.a&ed frequently at my companions in misfortune^ 
^hen they met me^ Ef Brtffan f 
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for we have no fhe-camels^ and of con- 
sequence can have no milk. I am per* 
fuaded we will be obliged to beg our 
way from village to village, which will 
greatly retard our journey/* 

The next day the inhabitants of the 
tribe of Trarge afTembled around Si- 
dy Sellem, and made a long prayer; 
after which they brought both to him 
and us, a kettle full of broth, prepared 
with meal of a wild grain, of which, I 
believe, I had formerly heard them 
fpeak. They added to this mefs, a 
large portion of milk, and their beft 
wifhes for a good journey to us. 

Sidy Mahammet bade me a very af* 
feaing adieu. " Adieu, Briffon," faid 
he to me, " you are about to under- 
take a very long and troublefome 
journey. You may eafily conceive 
what reafons I have to fear the ex-* 
pofing myfelf to itt I wifli you may 

havd 
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have a fafe journey, and that your fea- 
voyage may be more fortunate than 
the lad; adieu, forget not to fend a 
piece of fcarlet doth to my wife. You 
will give it in charjge to Sidy Sellem. 
Adieu, my friend Briflbn," The tears 
which accompanied thefe laft words, 
would certainly have impofed upon 
me, if I had not known how capable 
he was to deceive. However, the plea- 
fure I felt in getting away from him, 
enabled me to exprefs fome gratitude. 
I engaged to fend what he wanted for 
his wife. He aflifled me in mounting 
a ftout camel which was appointed 
for me and the Baker, but we were 
obliged to leave it a few days after ; we 
were not the only perfons who did fo. 
Thefe animals not finding pafturage, 
were not in a condition to continue 
the journey, bolides, the camels in 
this country are not able to endure fo 

L 2 \s\nxOcl 
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much fatigue. On the other hand> we 
were not able to keep our feats very 
long, as they had no faddles. We were 
therefore obliged to walk on foot the 
reft of our journey. Judge what I fuf- 
fered, when the fand penetrated into 
the wounds of my feet, and when the 
thiftles opened thefe wounds again a- 
frefh. I frequently fell down without 
expedling I would be able to rife again. 
At fame time I had frequently to turn, 
fometimes to the right and fometimes 
to the left, to re-affemble the camels 
which fell behind ; and we were often 
obliged to make counter-marches to a- 
void thele hordes of Arabs, whom we 
had reafon to fear might purfue us. 

One Day, Alas ! the recolledlion 

of that unhappy day, will long be im- 
printed on my memory ! We defcended 
into a valley, which was covered with 
verdure, by the rains which had lately 

fallen. 
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fallen. My mailer therefore made a 
halt here, in order that the familhed 
camels might get a little nourifhment. 
He afcended to an eminence, upon a 
high mountain, which furrounded part 
of the valley. He fat down a little 
there, while his own bead and the o^ 
ther camels Ihould feed, as he meant 
to carry them to the city, and fell them* 
I pafTed on before him, to reach to the 
fummit of the mountain, iuppofing that 
to be the road which we were to follow. 
What confirmed me in my opinion as 
to this, was, that the old man permit^ 
ted me to continue my journey, and 1 
alfb obferved the path which I took 
was a beaten one. At length, having 
reached the top I went to a little 
diftance from the road, to fhake my 
long beard, which was conftantly fil* 
led with vermin, notwithftanding all 
my care» Having lien near an hour 

L 3 ojvi\sx 
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quiet behind a bufh, widiout feeing: 9* 
ny of the travellers appear. I retum^i 
ed again to the edge of the hilL My 
God, what was my aftonilhment when I 
could fee no perfbn. Where are they ? 
Which way have they gone? What 
road fhall I take ? — Aa the hordes which 
encamped in this neighbourhood, came 
thither to feed their flocks, a great nuixw 
ber of different roads met here. I could 
not think of any other way, than to cry 
aloud different times on Sidy Selleou 
At length, I obferved at a diftance four 
or five Arabs, who were coming up 
towards me ; I ran to meet them, fup- 
poUng them to belong to our company, 
i foon difcovefed my miftake ; a great 
dog, and one of the ftouteft of the Bar- 
barians, made up to me at the fam^ 
time. The Arab aimed a blow at me, 
with the back of the blade of his fa*- 
bre, which ftruck me on the head. 

the 
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The others coming up/ drew me a-i 
mong the rocks,, where they had an 
aiylum, and there prepared ta place me; 
in a frightful fituation. 

See then the hope of recovering m]^ 
Kbarty, entirely loft. My flavery p^po^ 
miied to be harder now than ever, I 
was abforbed in thefe reflections, when 
the aflaflins condudled me to a decUvt* 
t^, which led to a place, where they 
e:^ pe^ed to hide me from the fight of 
their companioas. Suddenly I obfer-^ 
ved our flocks, and our little caravan,, 
to the number of twenty perfons, in a 
valley which furrounded the rnoun* 
tains. I luckily eAraped ou| of the 
hands of my plunderers, and found ae 
much ftrength, as enabled me to reach 
t^ my old man^ The vagabonds af* 
frighted, took to their heels. 

My mafter reprimanded me feverely, 
^Etnd charged me never to feparate from 
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him agaiiu I complained on my part, 
that he had not flopped me, when he 
obferved that the road which I pnrfu- 
ed, was not that which he himfelf was 
to take, and by his filence, I fuppofed 
I was. right; in a word, that he had 
gone off without calling me back, and 
that he had not fent any perfon in 
fearch of me. He gave me for aniwer, 
that he had not (lopped me in the road 
I had taken, becaufe he intended to 
follow me immediately; but he had 
been under the neceffity of going after 
the camels, who had flrayed through 
the valley, eating the green herbs, of 
which they had been long deprived. 
" I was preparing to overtake you,*^ 
faid he, " at the very moment, when 
the found of your voice' reached me, 
and apprized me both of your danger, 
and of that to which I would have been 
expofed in following you. But I durft 
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not riique my camels, nor hazard my 
own life, to preferve your's ; we have,, 
beiides, no time to lofe, let us efcapc 
as quickly as poflible, from a place, 
in which I am in as great danger aS; 
yonrfelf.*' In confequence, we doub- 
led our pace, for the following £br 
hours, and made a crofs march, in or- 
der to deceive thofe, who might be dil^ 
pofed to follow us. We eat no food: 
the next and following day, until the- 
evening ; I had taken nothing for my 
fupport for two days, but a few hand^ 
fuls of wild fuccory, which I had ga-» 
thered in the fatal valley. 

The day following, we were in an 
open country ; we had pafTed over the 
hills, and travelled through plains^, 
filled with calcined flint-ftones, which, 
refembled fmith's charcoal. Above 
thefe ftones, arofe at a little diflance, &• 
whitilh earth, upon which we faw great. 
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trunks of trees, heaped upon one ano« 
thcr, the roots of which were torn off 
The bark was entirely ftripped oflp, 
and the branches, brittle as glafs, were 
twifted like cords. The wood was - of 
a yellowifh colour, like the wood of 
liquorice, and befides, the iniide of 
thefe trees was filled with a powder, 
very hard to the touch. All this an- 
nounced to me, a very extraordinary 
revolution. I was anxious to learn, if 
thefe trunks had any tafte of fulphur; 
but neither the wood, the duft inclofed 
in the- heart of the trees, nor the calci- 
ned ftones, had either tafte or fmell. 

Atfome diftance, we found the moun- 
tains of a prodigious height, which 
appeared as if they were piled one above 
another. The rocks, which were de- 
tached, had formed, by their crumb- 
ling down, as if it were precipices. 
Others, fufpended m the air, threaten- 
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€d to cruih in pieces the traveller be- 
lowr Others, again, in their flriking 
one upon another, by receiving in theilr 
ihock, flimy earth, which hurled down 
continually, formed frightful caverns,^ 
The furrounding vallies were filled 
with rocks, which appeared to rife one 
above another, and produced new maC- 
fes, not lefs frightful. To conclude^ 
it appeared like a long range of moun- 
tains, from which pieces of a great fize 
were frequently falling, which were 
reduced to duft, before they reached 
the ground. 

From another fide, iflued two foun^ 
tains ; one of which drew along with 
it, in its courfe, a black flimy ftuflf, 
which occasioned a fulphureous fmelU 
The other, feparated from the firft, by 
a fmall ifthmus of fand, from twelve 
to fifteen paces broad, is clearer than 
cryftal. The tafte of thefe waters is 
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pretty agreeable ; die boctfom 6f tlieif 
bed is filled with (mall ftones ef yari* 
ovLS colours, which pre(ented to -^e 
eye ? delightful profp€<5L 

It was in the fame place I obierired 
a fingularity, which 1 fubmit to the uu- 
derflanding of my readers. In a val- 
ley, which appeared at firft fight, to 
be very much circumfcribed by the 
number of furrounding mountains, 
acrofs threatening; vaults, formed by 
the falling of different rocks, heaped 
upon one another, I difcovered an ira- ^ 
mence region, which afloniihed me by 
the variety which it prefented to our 
view. At the firft entrance of this val- 
ley, the ground is moift and furrowed, 
as if rivulets had formerly winded 
through it ; the borders of thefe fur- 
TOWS were covered with many beds, 
and thickly fpread oyer with a nitrous 
kind of ice. The rocks, which ferved 

to 



f ■ ■ ... 

lb iitclofe tAtiii: -^ert covei'ed- ^Ith tHfe 
Hattiey afnd had a near i;efembk^dd t^ tkt^ 
cades. The thick reddiflh roots, ahvl 
the branches, covered with leaves^ like 
thole of the laurel tfee, cfeeped acrofs 
the different crevice's. At a greater 
diftance, on advancinjg^ towards the 
Weft, v^e faw pyramids of great ftoncs, 
as white aS alabafter, toWerinjg one a^- 
bove another*, which feemed to indicate 
iii€ border of a* bank^ and above which 
very higli date-tfees^ grew up, of which 
the trunks were vrarped round' eveii 
to die top. The palm trees, extended 
Upon a mafs of ftorie^i ^f thieir* lengtl^ 
and colour, gave pfoof of their* anti- 
quity. Othfers, lying acrofs here and 
there, and wholly ftripped of their 
bark, afforded a vety difmal fpe(5:acle# 
I fplit one of the palm-trees with my 
hails, and put a piece of it in my mouth, 
it had a tafte, at once bitter and fait, but 
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no fmelL Thofe which were overturn- 
ed, fell in pieces immediately upon 
my touching them ; and the filaments 
which remained under the bark, were 
covered over with a faltifh powder, as 
clear as cryftal. The roots which hung 
far down, from the rocks were gluti- 
nous, and the bark broke off with the 
leaft touch ; I plucked up feveral bran- 
ches of wild laurel, from which in>me- 
diately diftilled fome white drops, one 
of which having fallen upon my hand, 
it occafioned a very fmart pain, and a 
black fpot, which took oflF the Ikin. I 
durfl not venture to tafte it. In a 

4 

word, the ftones, the nitrous beds, 
the overturned date-trees, and others 
enveloped to the very top, the immenfe 
plain covered with an extremely fine 
fait, the ground cut and furrowed, 
which appeared to have been turned up 
by the torrents, thofe rent mountains, 

if 
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if I may ufe the expreffioDy all feemed 

to indicate, that at fome former period, 

» 

the fcum of the fea had been carried 
into thefe places. I aiked at Sidy Sel- 
1cm, if we were far from the fea, and ' 
if ever it had paffed that way ? He told 
me, that we were perhaps the fir ft 
of the human race who had landed 
there, that he was looking for the fea, 
which ought to be before us, in order 
to difcover the places, where he had 
been told, fbme Arab camps were to 
be found, among whom he had friends 
who had accompanied him in a jour-' 
ney to Mecca. 

** Keep yourfelf eafy/* added he, 
** the fun is my guide, he will conduct 
me where I wifli to go. You may 
therefore follow without fSar, the foot- 
fteps of the camels," Indeed, I thought 
that I walked with confiderable eafe ; 

M 2 but 
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but it was not loiig^ when I be|^an, ta 
feel exceflive pain, as my feet, fevere^ 
\j torn, were filled with a kind of falt^ 
ifh duft. How greatly w^ I aflonifh" 
ed, whe^ after two days travelUn^^ I 
foHnd we were on the brink of the fea, 
and perceived below me the rolling 
waves foapiing upon a frightful preci- 
pice ! Towards the eaft, where I then 
was, its courfe was limited by im^ 
roenfe rocks. On confidering this eler 
vatiop, J could not perfuade myfelf, 
tha^ ever this element had carried its 
wayps to fuch a height* The rocks, 
faid I to myfelf, would thjen fervie for 
a bed to it ? I loft myfelf in my con* 
jefhirgS' ■ ■ B efides, I fet out at firft, 
to report fadls, it is not my province to 
make learned DifTertations. 

After fbme days journey farther, 
gradually advancing towards Morocco, 
we found other mountains no lefs ele- 
vated 
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▼ated than the firft, covered with 
(tones of rofe, violet, citron and green 
Colours, and I obferved extenfive forefts 
at a diftance ; I had not feen any be-* 
fore all the thirteen months I had been 
in the deferts. . I was aflonifhed to 
fee the trunks of trees coming out of 
the centre of rocks, and to appearance 
hanging down like fruits. I faw with 
furprife alfo, the roe-bucks running 
after one another, upon thefe fame 
trees, leaping on the hanging rocks, 
with incredible velocity, when they 
perceived any one following them. 
The moment one of them took to flight, 
the reft immediately followed. I ob- 
ferved among many other trees, that of 
which the leaf refembled the gum-tree, 
or our.parlley, was the only one in 
all thefe countries, which I had feen 
of different kinds, that had fuflered 

M 3 from 
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from lightning ; the thunder had na 
influence upon the reft 

We travelled through the forefb for 
three days. We had fpent already 
four nights, and during that time had 
not heard any thing of the fierce iuii* 
malS) with which the deferta of Africa 
are overfpread. They muft certainly 
inhabit the country which lin far Vk 
the eaftward; but how do they pro^* 
Cure water ? ■ 

The more we advanced, the more 
my diftrefs abated. We frequently ; 
found fields of barley ready to be reap- ' 
ed. I fat down and ate it with a degree 
of pleafure, which I cannot exprefs^ 
The water now alio became plenties 
On every fide, we frequently fell in 
with villages, where we were well re* 
ceived. In others, where we would 
not have been fb fafe. Sidy Sellem was 
much refpe(5led, as he had formerly 

made 



made a journey to Mecca; ' However^ 
the Arabs of the tribe of Telkoettnea 
exceeded all in their attention to U8« 

After having paid Sidy SeUem, all 
^bie cnftomary honours,, due td a ftrany 
ger^ diey cauTed to he fetJ before him/ 
at the ufual hour, barley meal and 
xmSi^r He gave me the remainder of 
his fupper, which I i;srent to eat ^part; 
with my new comrade, 1^ baker ; fbr^ 
efpeciallyon a journey^ aChriftian ought 
to eat nor drink^ and far lefs to 



fleep befide his mafter. My repaft be-f 

ing ended, I dug a hole in the £ind| 

in order to fcreen my felf from the cold* 

To prevent the fend from entering injpi 

to my GytSj I covered my bead, widi 

a piece of packing-cloth, which I wore 

. about my middle^ hut I had fcarcely 

• clofed my eyes, when I heard the re- 

« port of two gun-fliots, which appeared 

tp have been fired hard by me, and im-^, 
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mediately I was ieized by the I 
I very reacUly threw offme^ the c 
ing of iand which I had made id 
and : which was warm. One of 
who held me, afked me if I 
wounded. I fuppofed that the 
which had taken hold of my linen 
come from the wadding of the 
^ No," replied I, ** but on wha 
coun^ do you treat me in this mai 
Sir," * anfwered he, " follow us." 
mailer who had been awakened b 
report of the gun, ran towards 
place, where he had heard my > 
He complained of their abufing in 
a manner one of his flaves, and 
they had violated the laws of hoi 

* The language "which they fpeak in the 
differs from that fpoken in the capital. Sidy i 
who was confidered as a fchclar among ther 
obliged to repeat feveral times, before he coulc 
himfelf undcrftcod.by EfFendy, who interrogat 
in the prefence of the Emperor* 



f towards ijacb a triafi as hie Wjas^ 
.e Ar*b, pf the mount^in^y in reply, 
d him, with an imperions tpn^ that 
ring the night, he watched his flock, 
C kAowipg that I belonged to his re^ 
ue ; and having feen. % man conceal > 
Qj&lf in the fand, he had fnppofed. 
Q to be one of thofe robbers, who, 
ring thf nigh{:, copi.e to carry off 
ar young goats. Sidy Sellem pre-" 
4fid to believe hig^, coqin^^nded his 
I, a^d jtoojc me out of his handcu 
Ibon as he imagined., that the ^it 
e was aH .qniet, he left a place, whi^rt 
WM as much afmid.of his own fajfe^ . 

* 

10 mioe, 

rhe Ar^bs of the tribe of TeUcoena^ 
^ worft fit»4tefi of ifiny that I bft¥« 
I ia all the defen, They liye in tbo 
Ut of nu>vntain8 of fAiid» TAifed by 
winds. One would think they en- 
Toured to hide themfelves, from thft 
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light of day, fb difficult is it to pei 
trate into their retreats, or to find t 
way out of them. The plains in tb 
neighbourhood, abound with prodi] 
ous ferpents. Three times I had i 
cefs to iee them frighten our came 
and the animah when affrighted, A 
and obliged the baker and myfelf 
take long races, in order to aileml 
diem again. 

At laft we approached to the fame 
city of Guadnum, of which I had hea 
fo much talking, for a long time ps 
It was acrofs a cave of rocks, that I £ 
at a diftance, a city built upon an ei 
nence, the environs of which annoi 
ced formidable fortifications. Wl 
we drew near it, a little after, I co^ 
fee no more than earthen bulwarks, 
mod all broken down. We obfer^ 
fome of the inhabitants, who appea 

at fmall^windows oppofite to us. Tl 

-feeti 
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remed to be meditadag fome wicked 
£lion. The chief of. the village hs^ 
big learned that Sidy Sellem was the 
^ader of this fmall caravan, came to 
Met hinij attended by four negro-flaves. 
They carried on their heads, a bafket 
£ dates, which their matter, had pre- 
bnted as a mark of refpe<fl to him. 
' Is this Guadnum, which I fee,'* I 
iked at Sidy Sellem ? " No," replied 
\€j "it is Fort Labat." The city is 
'^cry near ; you may obferve it. In- 
Ued, we arrived in two hours after. 

This city, fo much longed for, is 
lie refuge of all the moft refolute re- 
bels of the different tribes. It is divi- 
ted into two parts. The lower part, is 
Commanded by Sidy Adalla. - There 
jvas a governor for the higher part, 
^hich is fituated upon a little hill, and 
^Jhich very much refembles Fort La- 
;)at. Almott all the* houfes, are built 

in 
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ta rht ftine niaABer. Four great Walll 
T^ccupy Hi immenfe ^ce of grouiKi 
All thofe of the fame part, build i 
houfe which will only admit light bf 
the door and the top, which remain^ 
tincoveredi The four walls which fu*i 
round the houfe, are rery high. There 
is only one gate in all their circiimii^ 
tence ; this is guarded by large dogfc 
Every particular pcrfon has Ms ovri 
dog to proteA himfelf ; and withoiit 
this precaution, although inclofed vn^ 
in walls, would have no fecurity againft 
the depredations oT any neighbour^ 
tnore darings or more Ikilful than him- 
felf. 

I could not reconcile this general 
miftruft, with the confiderable trade 
which Was carried on in this city. I 
faw two markets in it, which certain- 
ly were not inferior in any thing, to 
the largeft fairs in the provinces' of 

France. 



\ 



l^rahCe. Though fpecie of difl^rent 
kinds circulates here, I zta inclined to 
think, that their trade is principally 
carried bn by barter. Fine wool may 
be found here ih great abundance; 
and, abov6 all, woollen (lufis, half 
X^hite and half (irimfoh, which are ufed 
by the inhabitants for their drelTes. The 
tnerchants who purchafe them, in or* 
der to fell them iii the interior parts 
bf the country, give camels in exchange^ 
Their ordinary profit is four hun- 
dred per cent, and on thefe articles 
they gain lAuth lefs than on wheat, 
barley, dates, horfes, fheep, goats^ 
t)xen, flie-affes, tobacco, giin-powder, 
combs, fmall mirrors, and other toys, 
which are not carried to a great dis- 
tance. They are confuiAed in x:ertaiii 
imall towns of the country, in each of 
which a market is held on Hxed days. 
What is very furprifing is, that the Jews 

N -^^ 
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we almofl the only people who caiTy oti 
this trade. They are^ however, expofed 
to the moft humiliating infults. An 
Arab fnatches the bread from* th€ hand 
of an Ifraelite, enters his houfe, makea 
him give him a handful of tobacco, of- 
ten beats him, and always behaves to 
him with infolence j and yet the poor 
Jew muft fuffer with patience. It is 
true that he indemnified himfelf aftef 
his own manner ; that is to fay, by the 
addrefs with which he difpofes of his 
merchandize to advantage, and by the 
cunning by which he over-breaches an 

Arab. 

* It was at Gtladnnm that I firfl faw bread again.- 
Whether brick or ftones be fcarce, or they have not 
learned the method of laying their ovens with thefe 
materials I cannot fay^ but their cuftom is, to make 
little flint-ftones, red hot, and on them bake tlieir 
dough. The bread is pretty good. That which the 
Emperor caufcd to be provided for the Ccnful, ap- 
peared to be baken in a different manner, though I 
tannot fay how. I found it more agreeable to the 
lafte. 
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Arab. . The latter, in general, are ex- 
ceedingly ftupid. 

I met with a Moor in this city, who 
happened to have been at the fea-lhore, 
the very time of our (hipwreck. I 
owe him an acknowledgment, for he 
treated mc well. His Sifter-in-law 
Paphye, appeared to take a very lively 
concern in my fituation. During eight 
days I fpent in Guadnum, {he employed 
me in grinding fome corn. She enter- 
tained me well ; and I may fay, fhewed 
me numberlefs inftances of care, and at-^ 
tention ; Ihe wifhed much that I would 
ftay with hen But nothing can equal^ 
the generous af&ftance I received from 
Aaron the Jew, and his wives, notwith* 
ftanding the ingratitude which they 
have often experienced from many 
Chriftian flaves. 

I left Guadnum, after having refted 
there eight days ; on the road to Moga- 

N z ^ss^^ 
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dor, I found nothing but villages or 
ca(lle8« fituated for the mofl part, oil 
Very high mountains. At a diftance, 
one would fuppofe them luperb edifices, 
but on coming nearer, we found them 
much the fame with the others. We 
were very well entertained* The near- 
er we approached the city, however, we 
found the lefs hofpitality. There is rea- 
fon to believe the inhabitants are afraid 
of the affluence of foreign travellers. 

We were fixty-fix days on this march; 
my flrength was exhaufled, my limba 
fwelled, and my feet almofl in a fup^ 
purration.* I had infallibly funk un- 
der it, if my mafler, to encourage me, 
had not conflantly faid to me j " Keep 
up your heart, there is the fea, behold 
the fhips ; take courage, we will be 
foon there." Hope fupported me, and 

in 

* A thorn of a gum bufli had run Into mj foot, which. 
I could not get extra(5ted, till it was entirely putrifiedt 
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in a moment, when I had not the lea(t 
expe^ation of k, at length I perceived 
that element of which I had fo taoch 
caufe to coi»plain, and which was (lill 
to be the arbiter of my fate. Sidy SeW 
km widiout doubt, wifhed to enjoy 
my fcerpriie; On coming out dT a la-^ 
byrinth of broom, we arrived at die 
t<^ ^ fome hiUocks of fand.-— — Oh t 
you who read thid hiflory, which is* 
too true, you never can ihttn an idea 
€>f the joy which I felt at that moment^ 
when I again faw the £ag of France 
and that of other natidn^ flying at 
the ftern of the diflfercnt fhipSj at an- 
chor m the road of Mogador, which I 
ftill knew by no other name than that 
of Soira- ^ Very well ! Briflbn," faid 
Bay mafter to me j, " Very well !— — - 
Speak, wont you ? ■ A re you fatisfi- 
ed ? ■ ■ ■ D o you lee tbefe vefTels ? 
Do you want thofe of France I ■ -t 
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promifed to condudl you to the G)n« 
ful^ you fee I have kept my word: 
but what ? you give me no anfwer f * 
.-— Alas ! What . could I anfwer ? my 
tears could not £nd vent ; — I could bot 
articulate a fy liable. I looked at the 
fea, the flags^ the fhips, the city, and 
I thought that all was a dream* The 
unhappy Baker, not lefs exhaufted, and 
equally adoniOied with myfelf, ming- 
led his fobs with mine. My tear« 
trinkled down upon the hands of the 
generous old man, who had made me 
fb happy, with an Agreeable Surprife. 
At length we arrived in the city, but 
ftill I was not without my fears. I 
trembled left I jfliould be retained as a 
flave. I had accefs to know, before I 
left France, that the Emperor had abu- 
fed M. Chenier, and that he had made 
his complaint at court. I had not lear- 
ned if France had paid any attention to 

it, 



r 
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it, or if a new Conful bad been ap* 
pointed ; but in every cafe I had caufe 
to. fear. I was not long however in be- 
ing fet at eafe. On entering the city,* 
I met two Europeans, " Who and what 
are you," faid 1 to them, " you fee my 
xnifery, condefcend to aflift me, G)m-* 
fort me, Support me. Where am I ? 
From v^rhat country are you? What 
month is this ? and what day of it ? I 
was addreiling the natives of Bourdeaux 
who, after having confidered, went to 
inform MefT. Duprat and Cabannes, 
who had made it their bufinefs, to re* 
lieve any unhappy perfons, whom un- 
lucky accident had thrown upon their 
coafts. They came to meet me, and 
without being afhamed at my (hocking 
appearance, they took me in their arms, 
and bathed me with the tears, which 
the joy of relieving an unfortunate 
man made them ihed. ^^ Your misfor* 
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tunes arc at an end^ Sk* ,^ faid they t9 
me ; ^^ come with us ; we will da our 
beft to make you forget your troubles.'* 
They carried me immediately away 
with them, after having defired my 
mailer to follow us. and t(y make him* 
ielf eafy, ae to any arrangements whidi 
I had it now in my power to maioe: 
with him. I entreated thele Gende* 
men, to permit me to take along with 
Hie, not only Sidy Sellem:, but alio his 
fon. Their houie became as my own.. 
Care, attention, friendfliip-^all were 
heaped upon me without a£&<5hition» 
They drefTed me from head to foot in 
their own cloaths, till fuch time as I 
could get fome made to anfwer my 
ihape. I was vifited foon after, by all 
the Europeans who were at Mogador j 
they congratulated me upon the change 
in my condition, and particularly that 
I had arrived at ib favourable a junc^ 

ture^ 
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zure, as that of the entry of a new Con- 
[ul, who had brought with him from 
France, very qoniiderable prefents to 
the Emperor, 

I was prefented the fa^me day, to the 
Governor of the place, who fignified 
to us an order to go to Morocco. The 
K^ing had given a declaration to that 
efiedi. He wifhed to fee all the flaves 
with his own eyes, and that they (hould 
hear from his own mouth, the procla- 
mation of their liberty.—' 

We therefore fet out in about eight 
days after, with a guard, which ac- 
companied the treafure, my matter, my- 
felf and the baker, as Sidy Mahammed 
dad feat him by his Brother, referving 
x> himfelf the ranfbm which he might 
receive for him. We were fupplied 
mth mules, a tent, vidtuals, and men 
:o ferve us. We arrived after four 
lays journey. . 

The 
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The firft thing I obftrved, was 

fteeple of one of the mofques, w 

appeared to be at a great diftanct 

expedled to fee the dwelling of 

cient Emperors, and other remain 

antiquity, but I could obferve not 

except the refidence of the King ol 

and Mequinez. The walls which 

round the palace are of earth, and th 

comers are wholly inruins. One w 

hare fuppofed them to be the incl< 

of a Church-yard* The houfes ii 

neighbourhood of the Park, are 

and built in the fame manner as 

of Guadnum, but dirtier, and n 

well aired. 

The guard who attended my p< 
prefented me to the Conful and 
ConfuL They offered me board 
lodging, till I fhould fet out for Fi 
A fecond guard very foon came t 
quaint me, that the Emperor infc 
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t>£ ttiy arrival, had ordered me to ap* 
pear immediately before him. I there* 
fore followed this meffenger^ who con* 
dudled me throitgh vaft courts, where 
I faw nothing but very high walls of* 
iand, and a fcorching fun, which 
darted right on our heads the whole 
4lay« I at length reached the palace^ 
^^vhere his majefty's guards are aflemb-^ 
led. Thofe who attend his majefty's 
j>erfbn, are arrtied with a gun. Their 
drefs confifts of one coat of any colour^ 
ftnd a cloak, iimilar to thofe of the ca- 
puchin Friars. They have on their 
Jiead, a fmall red cap, with a blue taf- 
iy at top. Their naked feet, only half 
«ater their flippers, which they are ob- 
liged to drag after them. They carry 
iJie cafe of their gun, in the form of 
<Bt Andrew's Crofsj and have a girdle 
^^round their body, by which hangs si 
^artouch box, Thofe who do not belong 
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to this corps, have only a white (I 
for all their armoiin 

The horfemen sire drefled in the fai 
manner. Th^y wear hilf boots • 
their feet^ and gf eat fpnrs of nine 
ten inches long, which referable fb m 
ny fpikes of irdn. Their horfes ha 
always their fides opeiled to the quid 
the riders jag them continually, ar 
appear to have pleafure in it. Th 
is a faithful portrait of the troops ( 
his majefty, the King of Morocco. 

"While I waited for an au4ience, 
faw a Captain review bis troops. B 
fat down on the ground^ his chin leai 
ing on his two hands, and his arn 
placed on his knee^, and turned up t( 
Wards his chin. He made the fbldiei 
advance two by two, and gave thei 
the word of command. Thefe, haviu 
{)roftrated themfelves before him, ret 

re 
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red behind, and went about their af- 
fairs. 

Five or fix of thofe who were armed 
with clubs, feized me by the collar, as 
if I h^d been a criminal. They caufed 
open two great folding gates, like thofe 
of our granaries, and puihed me rough* 
ly into the park. 

In vain I looked around me in fearch 
of fbme enfign of Royalty. At length, 
having pafled a kind of hructtc^^ 15 
or .20 paces, they made me turn about 
my face, and I was ordered while they 
puihed me roaghly forward, to pros- 
trate my fclf before this hructte^ in which 
the king fat, amudng himfelf in bro- 
king the toes of his foot, which he 
held on his knee. He looked at me for 
fbme time, and then enquired if I was 
one of thefe Chridian flaves, whofe vef^ 

O fel 

• A very mean fort of carriagey drawn by two 
horfesy yery often to be feen in the Streets of Paris« 



158 CAPTIVITY OF 

fel had been wrecked upon his coafts^ 
about a year ago j and what was my bu- 
finefs at Senegal^ &c. ^^ Your lofs was 
owing to your own mi£condu<^" faid 
he to me, ** why did you not. keep 
yourfclf at large ? Are you rich, conu- 
nued he?'* Are you married? I had 
fcarcely anfwered his queltions, wheui 
he ordered paper and ink to be brought 
hkm^ then, with a fmall reed, which fer* 
▼ed him for a pen, he traced the four 
principal winds, and made me obierve^ 
that Paris lay to the northward. He 
then cyphered about twelve figures in 
French. ** Do you know thefe," afked 
he ; and put feveral iimilar queftions to 
me, to ihew me that he was a fcholan 
Tell me," continued the Prince, 
did the ^Mountaineers ufe you well ox 
ill I have they taken many of your ef- 

feas r 

• The inhabitants of the towns call thofc of the de- 
/eits, Mountaiaters. 
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fedls?" I haftened to anfwer all his 
queftions, and informed Kim, that the 
nearer I approached to the capital, the 
more civil nfage I met with, " I have 
not the fovereignty," replied he, " of all: 
the countries through which you have 
pafTed ; or to exprefs myfelf more pro- 
perly, my orders cannot be put fo ef- 
fedlually into execution at fuch a dil^ 
tance. — ^With whom are you come ? — ^ 
With Sidy Sellem of La Roufyc.^l 
know him, bring him hither." Imme- 
diately after, my mafter was introduced, 
in the fame manner I had been. 

The Emperor aikdd him, if he had 
bought me very dear, and what were 
his intentions. Sidy Sellem anfwered 
him very archly, by informing him^. 
that he had no other intention in 
traverfing thefe immenfe regions, but 
to come and proftrate himfelf at the 
feet of his fovereign, and prefent him. 
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with tjic homage of his flaye*. ^* Dq 

you know,*' continued the Prinqe, " if 

any other of thefe people, aretobe found 

among the Ouadelims and Labdefleba, 

as it was by thefe tribes they were all 

feized ?" My patron anfwered him ve- 

ry humbly. " Yes, Sir, and they may 

be very eafily collected together, if you 

iffue orders tp th^t effedt'* The Em* 

peror did not pulh this converfatioa 

farther } he commanded one of his 

guards to attend me and the balder, u^* 

pon a freih order ; and that we ihould 

eat in the royal kitchen. This man 

expreffed no little furprife, that the 

Sultan ihould have condefcended to 

converfe fo long with a fl^ve. 

The 

* It is certain, that if Sidy Sellem bad not wifhed 
to pay his homage to the Emperor (it was fifty years 
fince he had been at Morocco) and had be not been 
called to the city by his owp particular bufinefs, I 
would never have feen my native country ; I was too 
far into the interior parts ol" the country, ever tp bavo 
cfcapcd otherwifc. 



MR D£ BKISSOir. S6f 

The next day, the Conful called vm 
back, before the guard,, faying that 
when the King enquired after me, the^ 
guard fliould come and feek me in hi» 
hou&k I had then appointed for my 
dwelling, a Cave, which had formerly 
been the reiidence of the Spanifh Am^ 
bafTadon The Emperor willing to pay 
the fame attention to the Envoy of 
France, gave him the fame lodging. 

This Palace, which was the beft the 
Emperor had in his difpofal, was no^ 
thing elfe than a long cave, dug in the 
earth, the vault of which was fupport-^ 
ed by two ranges of pillars^ The def- 
cent was by a fmall (lair, and there was 
no air, but what was procured by fmall 
windows, placed on the head of the* 
vault. The Emperor keeps here his* 
tents and war-equipage. In fine, na- 
ked walls, fpiders webs, bats and rats,. . 
were all that we could fee in this dwel- 
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ling. This building (lands in one of 
the fined fituadons in his majefty's gar- 
dens, which are adorned with olive and 
quince-trees, pomegranates and apples. 
The four high walls, which furround 
them, gives one the idea of a State. Pri« 
fon. It was then in this place, the £m« 
peror lodged the Ambafladors, or re-* 
preientatives of powerful foreign nati- 
ons ; and did not provide them with 
a fingle piece of furniture. He con- 
tented himfelf with ordering them a 
certain quantity of beef, mutton, poul- 
try, bread and water* 

Hismajefly's own palace, confifted 
of fix large courts, furrounded by 
walls. The outfide of the SeragHo re- 
femhled a granary.^ The mofque is 
built in the fame manner*^ I know not 
if the infide is any thing more agreea- 
ble, but there is nothing in its exterior 
to pleafe the eye. The city is fepara* 

ted 
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ced from the palace by mailes of clay; 
The filth and bones of beads which 
they have ktlled| heaped upon one ano^ 
ther, ferve^ to ufe the expreifion, as; a 
girdle to the capitaL Thefe pyramids 
of naftinefsy are ever to be found wi« 
thin the city. They prevail even on the 
tops of the houfes, and keep out the 
very light of day. The ftm which beats 
upon thefe hills of filth, exhales the 
putrefadion from thenu The houfes ill 
built, reiemble hog fties, and are very 
ill aired: the ftreets are narrow, and 
partly covered with beds of ftraw; 

One day that the New England Am- 
baflador, who had taken lodgings in 
the city, the Conful and myfelf, were 
taking an airing on horfeback, we 
were obliged to alight ; the people un- 
der bad government, or rather without 
any, run befi)re us, and interrupted us 
in our journey, aa^ we had no guards 

X5> 
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to efcort us. Without this precaution, 
a perfon runs the rifque of being cut ib 
pieces. In ipight of all the care I could 
take» I got a ftroke on the head with a 
itone. But I neither could difcover 
from whence, or by whom it wa» 
thrown. Take this as a juft fpecimea 
of the city of Morocco. 

The charader of the inhabitants, dif- 
fers very little from that of thofe of 
the deferts. They are not quite fa 
flout, and rather fairer* They arc 
more accuftomed to the fight of Euro* 
peans, and therefore are lefs furprifed 
with it, but they are equally addic- 
ted to the pra6licc of infulting them* 
I have feen many of them enter into 
the houfes of the Conful and M. Du- 
prat, fit down, and without alking it 
as a favour, demand of them fomewliat 
to eat and drink; nay, even require 
that they Ihould give them, what they 

thought 
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thought fit to afk. A portefy who had 
jio other trouble than to open three 
times to the Conful, the gate of the 
Court where the Emperor was, came 
with great eflfrontery to him demandU 
ing a gratification. He gave him fome 
iilver pieces with which he was far 
from fatisfied ; he therefore continued 
holding out his hand, and crying Zit 
(give more, this is not fufiicient,) with 
an arrogance equally ridiculous as hia 
demand. 

The fecretaries and writers behave 
in the fame manner, they impofe their 
demands on all who have any concern 
with them* The principal crown offi-t 
cers are ftill more greedy of prefents, 
and elpecially of great piallres, of 
which the value is 5 livres and i o fols« 
Their mailer makes it his daily bufi^ 
nefs, to examine them what they have 
gained by doing any piece of bufinefe. 



t66 CAPTIVITY OF ' 

or executing any commiflion. He gives 
them confiderable pods, or fends them 
upon an embaffy, and when it is pre- 
fumed that they have amafled a certain 
fortune, they are accufed of fome mif- 
condu<5l, they are flripped of all their 
pofTeflions, and left to finifh their days 
in flavery. Their very children are not 
exempted from thefe a6b of barbarity. 
The fame Mouley Adaram, whom I 
have already mentioned^ lives at this 
day wandering in the defert, and a- 
mong his banditti, in confequence of 
having fallen a vidlim to his father's 
covetoufnefs. I do not know if this 
young Prince has ever fliewn any good 
qualities, but in the defert he is only 
coniidered as a barbarous prince, who 
will prove a very cruel tyrant, if ever 
he raoimts the throne. It is true, the 
throne appears at prefent to be deftined 

for 
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for his Brother Moulem * Azy, "who it 
as worthlefs as himfelf* 

May I be permitted to obferve how 
extraordinary it is, that a prince £o ]iu 
tie to be dreaded as the Emperor of 
Morocco, Ihould oblige the different 
powers of Europe to fend ambaffadors 
to him, and that he fhould even didlate 
laws to them* There is not a fingle 
fbvereign who dares to fend a reprefen-* 
tative to his court without making him 
at the fame time confiderable prefents^ 
and what envoy would prefent himfelf 
without having his hands full ? When 
M. Chcnier, envoy from the court of 
France, delivered his difpatches to the 
. Emperor, fbme thing in them, had 
given ofieiice to him, he therefore 
wrapped them iii a dirty handkerchief, 

and 

* This was written before my return from Senegal* 
It may be noticed, that the fon has fincc declared wa/ 
againft the father. 
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and hung them ftbout the CSonfurs 
neck, who Was accordingly publicly 
expofed to the mockeries and iniults of 
that cruel nation. How happens it 
that the confuls have not^ by common 
confenty reprefented to their re£pe6tivci 
fovereigns, that the Emperor of Mo^ 
rocco becomes every day more and 
more powerful by the fuppli6's which 
they themfeives furnifh him ? Twenty 
years ago this prince was abibltitely 
deftitute of refources. He had neither 
materials, nor any place for cafling 
cannons ; and he was equally in want 
of wood for building ftiips, of ropes, 
t)f nails, and even of workmen. It is 
France, and other European powers^ 
that affift him; elfe the Emperor of 
Morocco would be of little confidera- 
tion. His fuperb batteries of brafs 
cannons, twenty-four, thirty-fix, and 
forty-eight pounders, were furnifh- 



tftd by Holland, Spiin, England, and 
France. England has done more than 
6ther nations, by lelling him thole 
beautiful Cannons which were taken 
on the floating batteHes. Mogadofj 
that "part of it which is next to Moroc- 
co, is built in an advantageous fituati** 
en. Its batteries are well difpofed, and 
there are Cannon at each embrafiirc; 
but they ate there only in a manner 
for (hew, as they have no carriages, 
and are fupported only by brick-Work* 
There are bo workmen in the country 
Capable bf mounting them on Cattia-* 
ges, nor h there wood ptopcfr for ma- 
king theiti. Did a feW veflels only wait 
for the failing of thofe fmall frigates^ 
which are aimofl all unfit for fea, ex- 
cept only two, nothing Would be eafi* 
ii!r than to prevent them from return- 
ing, and to Mock up the ports of Mo* 
|;ador, Rabat) and Sallee^ What would 



1 3W €APTI:V,f TY. Ofr 

become, of hia coounerce,, and| a^spye 
all, his marine, did the Chriftian f^ux^ 
ces ceaie to aflift him,, contrary to. the. 
interefb of humanity. ! Would J^gland 
and Spain unite only for a^ moment^ 
Tangiers, his moil beautiful port, 
would foon be lb far ruined, that it 
could not afford Ihelter to his fubjedts, 
who, deftitute of flups:, woujd foon be 
oblig.ed to give over their piracies. 

If the Cbnfuls of different nations 
luaye never made thefeobfervations, and 
arKi if they have never pointed out the 
means of curbing th& infolence of the 
Efinperor of lVIor<>cco, it is becaufe 
they are at the head of the comtnerce 
which thefe diflEerent powers carry on 
in that part of the world,. The: Spi^nifh 
ConiuJ bought up. almoft all the corn 
of thie coun.tfy, and ftiips were fent off 
with it acqordiijg to his conilgnq^ents. 
The Frencb CoAfftl is the oi>l|;-one who 

doea 
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fides not engage in commerce. I can 
pofititely aflert, that thefe reprefcnta- 
tives, inftead of furnifhing their courts 
with the means of diminifhing the 
power of the Eniperor, never ceafe 
to add to his ftrength, and to incite 
him to itiake n^w pretenfibns. How 
much we aififl thefe pirates to hurt the 
advantageous trade which we might 
carry oh! their fituation renders them 
Very dangerous ; but) if we Icisive them 
only their fituation, it 'wbald be itc^ 
pdffiWe for them to pfcfit mtich'by it. 
-Let hsApBLmil people ^j^^ laviifit to thaic 
^cotitttry, let^sm Cpeadk ^ith the faittie 
fincerity as T do, and the^ will m> 
doubt be convinced that the Emperor 
of Morocco, of all the princes in the 
world, would 'be the leafft .able to dt> 
-mifehief, did the fovereigns of Europe 
ceafe to furnifh him Svith fuccours. 
At length, the hour came, when my 
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chains were to be broken off. One 
day the Prince, on coming out of the 
xnofqiie, gave the Conful xo under- 
ftand, that he wished him to attend 
with his {laves, in the court where he 
held his Mechoir (a kind of public au* 
dience). " Conful,*' faid he to M. Du- 
rocher, I hope that you will not be like 
your predeceflbr, whofe haughtineis 
difjpleafed me exceedingly. Obferve 
this young man (pointing to the Vice 
Conful), he is pleafant and complaifant 
He conftantly endeavours to pleafe me. 
I wilh you to imitate him ; I have de- 
fired it of you* You mjift write to 
your mafterj that I ^tm fatisfied with 
his prefents. Adieu, retire a little 
with the flaves which I have given you*. 
Choofe any of my ports which may be 

moft 

* We were feven in number, viz. ihyfclf, the ba- 
ker, and five others, belonging to the fhip (Let Daix 
jimis) the two Friends, which had been ilupwrccked 
fomt time before us. 
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, Adkii, Ifgo to oftikie the ofBcwa^f flpgr 
court, who will accompany you to |dbe 
place of the Confular refideaxse." 
itty^ss cuftotnary at thole audiences, 

.for tibe: Emperor to take co^izance of 
•all the afifairs of {)oUce. He . apfpeiaFod 
mounted iipOQ a white hori^e, oaparifbti* 
Mid with 'a fcarlet and blue cloth ; go^i 

:'£aflels hUng round the crupper. . A 
Squire walked at the 'fide of fhe fovc « 
reign, who held in his hand a los^ 
pale, at the end of which waa an uA- 

.iH'ella,. to defend his m^efty from the 

.heatrof the fun. The guiard 'foUowfid 

. them en foot in ;gre&t blende. Evcvy 
thing announced fear. A look froto 

• the Sovereign every where i^read con- 
ftenifttion. At his Idaft word^ heliakv 

ithe head of one or marcel his ful:9'e(fts 
ifall without the leaf): .'emotion. The 

/culprit is li&leis, eVe the laft: words :of 

P3 ^^^ 
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the ientence are out of Eis month ; 
however, I never Imew a rich man, 
who could buy his favour, fufier death, 
be his crime what it might. 

What can be thought of a Prince, 
who upon an idea which had beeii fug- 
gefted to him, that I was doubtlefs a 
Chriftian, more remarkable than the 
reft, becaufe I was better drefl, and the 
Conful paid Jhc more attention, forgot 
every thing he had promifed, and fent 
orders to Mogador, to arreil me, and 
fend me back to Morocco ? Happily the 
virinds had wafted me to too great a di- 
ftance, when the meflenger came to fig- 
nify to the Governor his mailer's plea- 
fure. 

I may therefore fay that misfortune 
followed me to the lalL I had certain- 
ly funk under my misfortunes as well 
as my companions, had I not been fup 
ported by a fteady firmnefs, and an 

unlimited 
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unlimited confidence ' in Divine Provi- 
dence. I mufl not forget to mendLon, 
that before my (departure. Sidy Seliem 
went away abundantly fatifrfied with 
the generofity of the ConfuL 



t 
1 



I did not wifh to interrupt my nar- 
rative, as I thought it would be more 
proper, that it (hould be followed wi& 
my different obfervations on the religi- 
on, manners, ufages, &c. of a people, 
who are very little known, and who 
for that reafon, may become very inte- 
reding. Fatal Experience has put it in 
my power to reprefent then. The rea- 
der may reft affured, that I will be no 
lefs guided by truth, in the defcription 
which I am now to lay before him, 
than I have been in the preceding reci- 
tal of my particular adventures. 
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The ^Arabe 'tff ^e 4tefeit ifdkm the 
IreKgion of MdMnieti but they ^ha^ 
entirely disfigttred it» by liie jgrofieft 
Aiperitibons. They itve confbmtty 
wandering in the lasdft of the tiry 
fands of Africa. There are certain co- 
lonies of them who traverfe continual- 
ly the borders of the fea, without ha- 
ving any fixed dwelling. They are diA 
tributed into tribes, more or leis con- 
ifiderable. Every tribe is divided into 
hordes, and every horde encamps in 
the diftridls, which appear moil likely 
to furnifti pafturage for the fupport of 
their beftial ; and that in fucha man- 
ner, as that one tribe is never wholly 
reunited. They are thus frequently 
intermixed with certain villages of the 
tribes of the Ouadelims, Labdefleba, 
La Rouflye, Lathidium, Chelus, Tu- 
canois, Ouadelis, &c. The two firft 
are the moft formidable; they carry 

their 
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their rayages to the very gates of Mo- 
rocco. It is not therefore without rea/r 
fon that the Emperor fears them: They 
are in general tall, handfome, flout and 
vigorous men. They have commonly 
bridled hair, a long beard, a furious 
look, large hanging ears, and their nails 
as long as claws ; they always ufe their 
nails in the wars wherein they are 
almoft conftantly engaged with their 
neighbours. The Ouadelims, in a par- 
ticular manner, are fierce, arrogant, 
warlike and given to plunder, they car- 
ry terror and dread with them where- 
. ever they go. However, like the other 
Arabs, their courage commonly fails 
them, .when they have not a decided 
fuperiority. 

All thefe colonies lodge by families, 
in tents, covered with a thick cloth 
made of camels hair. It is the women 
who fpin their cloth, and weave it u- 

^oa 
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pon a loom/fo fmall, tb^tthey wopk it 
fitting upon the ground* The furnU 
tare of their dwellings, confifts of two 
targe leather facks, which anfwer th? 
purpofe of keeping all their old cloadn 
and any pieces of old iron ; of three or 
four goats fkinsr (if they can procure 
as many) in which they keep their 
milk and water ; of fome wooden difh- 
es, fome pack faddles for their camelii 
two large (tones for grinding their bar- 
ley, a fmaller one to drive in the pikes 
of their tents, an ozier matting which 
ferves for a bed, a thick carpet for a 
covering, and a fmall kettle. Thefe 
are the pieces of furniture which dit 
tinguifh the rich from the poor. Their 
flocks, by which their riches ^are efU- 
mated confift of two or three borfes, 
ieveral camels, fome fheep and goats. 
The lefs fortunate have goats afld 
(heep only. 

The 



- The principal part of theii: devotion^^ 

ftlid that vfhic^ they obferve with the: 

greateft attention is, Prayer. Tliere ace 

(l^rent kinds of it: the firit. comi- 

meiicet always biefore fua ri&ig> The 

Talbe, is< diftinguiiked by the length 

of his beard, a piece of woollen cloth, 

lialf white, and half crimfon^ which he 

leitTes loofe and flowing about his bo« 

^jf^ and under which appears a^ figure^ 

exhauftd by fading, (the confequence 

of exceilive lazinefs) and a kind of cha« 

pulet of an enormous fize ; he raifes a 

lad and lamentable voice,^ which one 

would be. ready to fuppofe to be that of 

a pious and contrite man, but which is 

iix fad: that of a hypocrite. Girt with a 

poignard, he feek^ the place, where his 

perfidious arm, can with a0urance aim, 

t^^blow, with which he wifhes to pierce 

the heart of his neighbour, his friend^ 

Mi4 of tea his brother. By his unr 
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couth founds he calls his people to colA< 
and range themfelves under his ban* 
ner, to hear the praifes of the prophet 
They all run tip to him, with a holy 
refpefl, but before the pried begins 
his prayer, they throw ofiP a little coat^ 
which they wear faftened to their gir* 
die, and in which they are wrapped, it 
is the drapery of which their clothing 
confifts. The Talbe afterwards bows 
himfelf towards the ground ; he re* 
moves with his hands, that upon which 
his feet were placed ; then takes up a 
handful of the fand which has tiot been 
dirtied, and in place of water, rubs with 
it his face, hands atid arms up to the eU 
boWs, in order to purify himfelf from 
all his uncleannefs ; the people follow 
his example^ 

When the prayer is ended, they ftop 
for fome time, fitting fquat down be-» 
kind, and trace different figures upon 
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the fand with their fitters, and turn 
them round their head, as if fprinkling 
themfelves with a holy uik^od. The 
favages, while thus employed^ ihe w as 
fhuch exterior piety and refpe^ as we 
can do in our churches. I do not be- 
lieve however, that it is poilible to mak6 
a greater jeft of reli^oil than they;do^ 
when their prayers are ended. The 
women who only attend the morning 
matins, and thofe which they go about 
, at ten o^cIock at night, place themfelves 
at the gate of their tents, and k^ep 
themfelves with their faces towards the 
eaft. 

When the firft part of theiJr reHgioui 
«xercife is performed, their next bufi- 
nefs is the milking of the flocks. They 
begin with tht Ihe-camels, giving them 
a great many blows with their feet, un- 
til they make them rife. As foon a$ 
Ihey are on their legs, they take off 
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from their udder a kmd of cohering 
made of ropes worked together, which 
is kitended to prevent the young ca* 
inel from fackmg. The young one 
thea^runs up to its mother^ and, by its 
carefies, prepares her to -^ieid her miik 
in greater abui:idance« The mailer and 
the keeper of the flock watch the mo^ 
ment when the lip^ of die youag camel 
a^ covered with a whke foam : they 
then feparate it from its inother ; and 
^ach reftlng his head on dii^rent Gdoi 
agftinft the anvmals bel)y, they prefi 
the iidj^>, from which they ibmednes 
draw five pints of milk, when the rains 
have rendered the earth fruitfuL The 
keeper of the ftock, after taking a few 
draughts every time he milks, pours the 
reft into k yef&l deilined iot that pur- 
pofe, and placed clo& byi the fide of his 
miftrefs; for he is allowed no othef 
iK)tiriihment than the milk which he 
K draws 



MR D£ BTilSBO^. iSj 

draws from the lad of tHc camels* 
When all the milk is thus collefled, 
the miftrefs puts afide her part, which 
is never the leafl: ; then ferves her hus- 
band and his children ; and lays up the 
reft in a goat's ikinj which ihe leaves 
e^pafed to the fun before the milk be 
made into butter. Three or four hours 
jifter, the young girls bring from the 
iields the fheep and the goats. The 
mother, who is always prefent at the 
lail milking, mixes the milk procured 
by it with that of the camels; and 
when the fun has fufficiesuiy warm«d 
it, they feparate the cream from it, in 
order to make butter. What rexxiaint 
ferves as drink for the reft of the day. 
When the butter is made, they put it 
into fmall fkins, where it acquires a 
ftrong fmell, which, according to the 
tafte of thefe barbarians, adds to iti 
value. The women ufe it for greajfing 
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their hair : without this they would 
think fomething deficient in their drefs^ 
One cannot believe to what excefs they 
carry their coquetry. They drefs their 
hair with great art. They keep it flow- 
ing in trefles upon their breads, and 
fallen to it any thing they can find. I 
have feen fome of them ornament it 
with fhell-work, keys of chefts and 
padlocks, rings of umbrella^s, and but- 
tons of trowfers, which they have ta- 
ken from failors. 

When their head-drefs is thus fo far 
prepared, they cover it with a greafy 
cloth, which furrounds their head, co- 
vers the one half of their nofe, and ties 
below their chin. To give a brillian*' 
cy to their eyes, they cotab the eye-laflv 
es, with a great copper needle, which 
they have rubbed upon a blue ftone. 
Next comes the adjuftment of their dra- 
pery, and here all the art lies in plait* 

^ ing 



k 
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ixig it neady, znd £b a^ to keep the 
foldS) in doing which they employ ncL* 
ther pins, cor<ls, nor {kwmg. But that 
the yrork of the toilettie may be comii' 
plete, they paint the nails of their feet 
and hands^ with a reddifh coloun A 
Mooriih woman, who wi{hes to be 
confidered as a beauty, mufi have long 
teeth, {hooting out of her mouth ; the 
flefti from the (houlder to the elbow, 
loofe and flabby^ thtir limbs, thighs, 
and body prodigioufly thick; their 
gait, flow and cramped; they have 
bracelets, like the collar of great Da- 
nifli dogs, upon their arms and legs* 
In a word, they labour from their in^ 
fancy to e£&ce any beauties, for wluch 
they are indebted to nature, and to. 
fubftitute in their room ridiculous and 
difagreeable whims. They have no o- 
ther drefs in ail their wardrobe, than 
what I have defcribed. To add t^o th& 
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inconveniencies to which thefe women 
are fubjedted, let lis only refle<3, that 
the fame linen on which, they are deli- 
vered of a child, they receive its nafti- 
nefs and blow their nofes in ; it is im- 
pofllble to form an idea fufEciently dif* 
gulling, of the naftinefs and horrid 
fmell of the Moorifli women. 

Could one fuppofe that thefe hideous 
women are addidled to jealoufy, and 
evil-fpeaking ? it isr however a truth. 
One of them has perhaps occafion to 
go and borrow fomething from her 
neighbour. If fhe meets the hufband, 
Ihe veils her face, and prefently with 
a trembling air enters the tent. But 
if the women is by herfelf, fhe be- 
gins to fpeak all the evil fhe can of any 
neighbour, who is better drefl: this 
convcrfation goes on, when perhaps a 
third enters, who does not fail to lay 
in her word, in fuch a manner^ as that 
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the one half of the day is fpent in e« 
vil fpeaking ; and ihe very frequently 
goes away, probably without recoUeo* 
ting to feek what fhe came to borrow. 
Lazinefs and gluttony are alfo their 
favourite fins* They will expofe them-r 
felves to numberlefs afOronts, in order 
to procure a little camel or goat's flefh, 
when they know that it is drefhng in 
any perfon^a houfe. Their favoiirite 
morfel is the Liver. 

The men are addidted to almoft the 
fame vices* They commonly pafs the 
whole day ftretched out upon a nettiog 
to fleep9 to fmoke, or to clean themfelves 
from vermin which torment thenu 
The women have generally committed 
to their care^ thqjTe employments which 
the men would other wife find no hefir- 
tation in doing reciprocally. There can 
be no caufe of furprife, that the whole 
country is infected with vermin. The:^ 
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concent themieives with dircming diem 
down, without taking die trouble to de* 
flroy them. Notwithftanding all my 
precaution^ my beard was always fiBed 
with them, and I may fafely fay it was 
none of the lead of my fufierifigs du* 
ring my captivity. 

Hie men meet together ibmetimee in 
the day timei to entertain one anodier 
with their warlike exploits. Every one 
recites the number of enemies whom 
he has conquered. A ridiculoufly falfe 
ftory is almoft conftantly followed by 
a charge of lying ; a quarrel is the con- 
iequence, and the converfation is ge- 
nerally terminated with fome blows of 
the poignard. They can never agitate 
even the moft indifferent queftion, wi- 
thout having their eyes enflamed with 
rage. Fury is depi<Sed in every the 
lead motion, and they cannot even con- 

verfe 
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verfe upon domeflic affairs, without 
roaring and yelling hideoufly. 

Perfidy and treachery, are two in^ 
nate vices of the Arabs. It is for this 
reafon they never ftir from their tents 
unarmed. They never make any a-t 
greements in writing, well aflured that 
he who receives an obligation would 
poignard him to whom he figned it, to 
cancel his debt; and therefore they al«* 
ways carry hung to their ncck^^a little lea* 
ther pur^, in which they carry about 
with them whatever they confider as 
precious. Although they keep nothing 
in their tents under lock and key, yet I 
have feen fome of them having fmaU 
cherts; thefe coiBPers, which often da 
not contain the value of a fmall crown, 
are an objcdl of defire to the whole 
colony ; I mufl: not even except the 
brother, father, nor fon of the pro* 
prieton My matter's brother, was 
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particularly envious on account of tii9 
fmall booty, with which I had enrich^ 
ed his brother. He propo&d to me one 
day, as a very fimple matter, that I 
Ihould kill him during the night. He 
ojBTered me his poignard, and promifed 
to condu<fl me to Morocco, when 1 had 
committed the crime. However di£> 
contented I then was with my iltuatioa, 
this propofal ihocked me ; it ilruck me 
with horron However, it was foon 
renewed to me, with intreaties, by one 
of Sidy Mahammet's uncles, who of 
all his relations, appeared to be mod 
attached to him. I have frequently feeu 
this man fteal into mj ma£ler's tent 
during the night, in order to carry c^ 
fome old iron, or leather thong ; this 
iame man, was one of the mod coofi- 
derable in the village. He was con- 
fulted in their different difputes, and 
his judgment was always deemed 

weighty 



itreig^ty by the poor ; the rich jMud lit^ 
tie attention to any man's opinion. 

Among the £rft lefK^ns they teach 
tiheir yoxmig folks, are^ to be expert 
hi uGxig the poignard, to tear the en^- 
trails of their enemy with their nails^ 
and to give a falfehood the femblance of 
truths Thofe who to thefe talents add 
that of reading and writing, become 
Very dang&rous monfters, and thus ao^ 
quire a very great afcendancy over 
their companions. It may be juftly 
faid, that they are from their infancy 
familiarifed with vice, and equally 
happy in ccmmictiug a bad or good 
adlipn. 

According to the cuftom of the 
country, every ftianger Arab, to what- 
ever diftri<5l or tribe he belongs, known 
br unknown^ is entitled to their hofpi- 
tality. If there are inany travellers^ 
they all contribute towards the expencc 
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of their entertainment* All, without 
diftinction, go out to meet a ftranger^ 
and welcome him upon his arrival, af- 
fid him in difinounting from his beaft^ 
and carry his baggage behind the buihi 
which is to defend him from the rigour 
of the night ; for it is an eftablifhed cn^ 
(lorn, that no ftranger is admitted into 
their tent. This ceremony over, they 
fit down around the new comer ; em 
quire at him the news of the country^ 
whence he comes, and if the party 
have evacuated the places where they 
were encamped ; if he fell in with any 
other perfon in diftridls more or left 
remote ; and likewife if he found plen* 
ty of paflurage in the places through 
which he pafled. When they have 
got an anfwer to thefe different quefti^ 
ons, they then enquire to what tribe he 
belongs ; but they never think of en- 
quiring about his own health or wel-^ 

fare 
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lire, till they are fatisEed as to the a« 
ther queftions^ 

If no perfoii ih acquainted with the 
ftranger, in the horde which he vidtd, 
the richeft among them entertain hinu 
If there are many of them, the e^pence^ 
as I have already faid, becomes Com- 
mon. They ferve to eath, a large bowl 
of milky and of barley ^meal mixed 
with boiled milk, or water when it can 
be had. If the ftranger can read, they 
give him the honour of fayiilg prayers; 
in which cafe the Talbe of the village^ 
places himfelf by his fide, as mailer of 
the ceremonies. This fums up all his 
entertainment if he is a flranger little 
known among them ; but if he has any 
friends in the horde, or kUown to be 
rich, they quickly kill a good ram, or 
ix fat fheep to regale him. The women 
prepare the banquet ; ftnd while they 
^re drefling the flefh, they ferVe up the 

R fa.t 
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fat firft raw. So fbon as the meat i% 
rezdjj they begin by laying afide a poF- 
tion for the hufband } then that which 
they appoint for any of their neighbour»| 
with whom they live on good ternw. 
If this attention was negledled, it would 
be an irreparable fault. They then 
place with care, the travellers mefs, u* 
pon a trufi of ftraw. The Arab who 
is the entertainer, caufes a Chriflian 
Have, or negro, to follow him, carry* 
ing on his head, the repad for the 
gueft, which however is not fet before 
him, till ten o^clock at night, although 
perhaps he arrived early in the morning. 
Their practice is to give nothing to eat, 
till night, when they feaft either by 
the light of a clear moon, or a great 
fire, for the^ muft have fire in almoft 
every feafon of the year. The travel- 
ler never fails, earneflly to entreat him 
who brings him his mcfs, to do him 

the 
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the Konour of eating with him, but he 
generally declines it as much a$ pofli- 
ble, and his refufal is founded on ref^ 
pe<St for his guefL 

The next morning, the travellers pur- 
fue their journey, without taking leave 
of any perfon whatever. This manner 
of entertaining one another would be 
furely very commendable, were it not 
for the many ftratagems which they 
make ufe of to avoid it. When an un- 
unknown ftranger appears, they fome- 
times place at a little didance froni 
their tent, a camel's faddle, a mat^ a 
gun and little bundle, all feeming' to 
intimate the baggage of fome travellir^ 
who has alighted from his horfe : but 
often thefe precautions do not hinder 
the ftranger from fettling befide the 
fame baggage. The chief comes to de- 
clare that they belong to fome Arab*, 
of a neighbouring village ; but as this* 
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is a plan with /which they are all equal- 
ly acquainted, the vifitor generally is 
not difcouraged^ he remains there ; but 
in this cafe, they revenge themfelves 
on his importunity, by giving him 
a very flender portion of vidluals. 
Then, he keeps a fharp look-out, and 
if he fees any fire, he runs towards it in 
the hope of getting fome flefh or broth; 
he takes great care to keep himfelf at 
firfl: concealed behind the tent, in or- 
der to overhear what pafles there, and 
to difcover if they are at vidluals ; for 
they are at great pains, to prevent fuch 
vifits, to take away very fpeedily the 
three flones which fupport the kettle ; 
and in this cafe, his plan fucceeds, fince 
they never fee any perfon pafs without 
inviting him to ent^r and partake of 
the feaft. It often happens, that while 
the gormandizing goes on, they fteal 
from behind the bu(h, the effedts which 

he 



lie fecreted there ^ but this b only one 
trick for another, for he takes the firft 
opporttmity of paying' theni home itt 
their own coinr 

It i» difficttlt'ta form a juft idea of 
the pride and ignorance of thefe peo* 
pie. They not only imagine that they 
acre the £rft people in the world, but 
they have the presumption to believe^ 
that the fun rifes only for tiliem. Se-^ 
vcral of them have repeatedly faid to- 
me, /^ Behold that luminary! which ia 
tinknown in thy country* During the 
iiight thou art not enlightened, as we 
are, by that heavenly body, whiqh re* 
gulatcfs our days and our fafts. Hia 
children^ point out to us the houfs oF 
prayer. You have neither trees nor 
camels, fiieep, goats, nor dogs. Are 
your wom^n made Hke ours^ How 
long didft thou remain in the womb of 
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thy mother? laid another. A& long, 
replied I, as thou in that of thine. In- 
deedy replied a third, counting my fin- 
gers and toes, he is made like us ; he 
differs only in his colour and language, 
which afloniihes me. Do you fow 
barley in your houfes I meaning our 
fhips. No, anfwered I ; we fow oar 
fields almoft in the fame ieafon as yoiu 
How ! cried out fe veral of them, do 
you inhabit the earth? We believed 
that you were* born and lived on the 
fea.*' Such were the different queftions 
I had to anfwer, when I had the ho- 
nour of their converfation. 

War among them is nothing elfe 
than robbery; therefore they never 
engage in it, but in the view of indul- 
ging their floth, when they have pilla- 
ged the flocks, and ravaged the fields 
before they are reaped. One day that 
the fields were covered with the whole 

flocks 
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flocks of the village, one of the keepers 
ran up, quite out of breath, to inform, 
that fome fquadrons of the Ouadelims^ 
had appeared upon the top oi the hills^ 
with an apparent intention of carrying 
off the cattle* Immediately the drum^, 
beat, all ran to arms, and advanced to« 
wards the enemy. The riders on 
horfeback, are enveloped in a cloud of 
dud. The camel, who has a very 
long ftep, is almoft as agile. Puihed 
on by the roaring cries of his rider, 
he darts into the crowd, and makes a 
more terrible carnage by his bites than 
all the mufquetry. They never make 
an attack drawn up in line of battle* 
Every warrior has his own particular 
combatant. He who throws his ad- 

verfary 

* This great dnun is committed to the charge of 
€m6 of the mod confiderable inhabitants. It is ufed 
on different occafions; fonietimes to call to arm% 
fometimes to inform that an Arab is bewildered ia 
the deferti and at other times, that the cuxs\<^%x^V:^^ 
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Tcrlary on the ground, or who camef 
off his arms or his beaft, retires preci* 
pitately with the fruit of his Tifloryr 
Others, if they think they are the 
ftronger party, lay hold on them, give 
them feveral blows with a poiguard, or 
trail out their entrails with their horrid 
claws. Hie perfon who to-day is pot 
fefled of confiderable riches in beftial, 
may fhid himfelf reduced to-^morrow to 
extreme poverty ; and ftripped by him 
who the preceding day had no proper- 
ty at all. The weakeft tribes, who are 
in confequence moft expofed, are care- 
ful to live at a confiderable diftance, 
efpecially from the Ouadelims* and 
Labdelleba. I have feen fome of theft 
two tribes, fometimes before leaving 
their country, begin their ravages in the 
neighbourhood of Arguem which they 
call Agadir, and carry them even to 
the gates of Morocco, 
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In general they cultivate no otheti 
grain but barley, and fometimes wheat;, 
when there had been plenty of rain. 
But after three years of drought, their 
fields producing nothing, their method, 
is, to carry the horrors of war into, 
more fortunate countries, and there 
feize from their brethren the fruits of 
their labour and induftry. It thus hapr 
pens that plentiful crops fall into the. 
hands of ferocious men, who are more 
difpofed to fight, .than to labour for 
their fubfiftence. 

When the battle is over, each party 
dig graves for the flain ; the Talhes, 
being defired to repair to the place 
ftained with the blood of their brethren, 
run up to perform the duties of their 
fundlion. Thefe confift in pronpun- 
cing fome plaintive founds upon, a few 
handfuls of fand gathered together in 
a fhell, and fprinkling it upon the un- 
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happj perfbns, whom tliej prepare for 
deatihy by placing their thumb npon 
their forehead, as if they were apply- 
ing fome holy oil^, and conclude with 
throwing upon their bodies a fcarf 
and chapulet. When they expire, they 
ftretch them in a grave, always care- 
frilly laying them on the left fide, with 
their face towards the eaft, as if to 
contemplate the tomb of their prophet; 
they then inclofe the tomb with great 
ftones heaped one upon another, which 
ferve as a monument to thefe pillaging 
foldiers. The ages of their w^arriors 
are diftingviifhed, by the fpace of 
ground which their coffin occupies. 
The women bathed in tears, come to 
throw themfelves around thefe maufble- 
ums. Their geftures, wry fares, and 
harmonious fobs, form a very ridicu- 
lous fpcdlaclc. A traveller fhould ne- 
ver pafs before thefe tombs, without 

da^odting 
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fhott prayer, he raifes arouAd the tomb^ 
heaps of doxies, which are evidences of 
the vows he has made for the repofe o£ 
his fbuL 

After thefe funeral rites, cries of dcir 
folation refotind through the villagCii 
Every peribn mingles tears with thofe 
of the affli(5led relations* The tent o£ 
the deceafed is conveyed to anothet 
place. All his effe<5ts are expofed to 
th€ open air; and one of the fatteft 
rams is flain to comfort the relatione 
and friends, who offer it to the deceaft 
in facrifice* The repaft being ended^ 
they bury all diflferences. The day af-^ 
ter the battle, I have feen them pay 
vifits to one another. He who has* 
dangeronfly wounded his neighbour 
the day before, goes to fee him and 
converfes with him on the dexterity 
with which he feized the favourable^ 
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moment to ftxike the blow. But what 
I confider us mod -extraordinary isi 
that drth is their only cure for thd 
deepeft wounds ; fifotti whatever place 
tiliey take the earth, the e£Fe£): is the 
fame. In order to heat their pains, 
they have recourfe tb another expedi- 
ent, which however does not always 
prove equally efBcaciouaf; that is, to 
apply red hot iron to the part affec- 
ted. Indeed thefe Atabs are fubjedl to 
few difeafes, I have feen many old 
people, of both fcxes, who were op- 
prefled with no kind of infirmity. 
Sore eyes, and cholics, are the moft 
ufual diforders among them. Chil* 
dren, above all, Afe eipofed to thefe> 
though in other refpedts ftrong and 
robuft. In the niorning it is difficult 
for them to open their eye-lids. With 
regard to the chblic, I think it is oc- 
cafioned by the verdigreafe which is 



Ijiijted with every thing diey eat oi^ 
drink. The reafon of its not occd£on« 
ing more fud^en difafters^ is, [ierhaps^ 
the large quantities of milk which they 
ufe. The kettles in which they cook 
their vi Auals are riot tinned : they ne- 
ver wafh them, oil account of the fear-* 
tity of water ; fo that they remain co^ 
vered with a cruft of verdigreafe, which 
they do not fcrape away even when 
they fcour them with fand. During 
toy (lay among them, I was deiiroug 
of taking that charge, and of rubbings 
until I fhould clear the verdigreafe en- 
tirely away ; bilt they abfolutely for* 
bad me, telling me that I fhould wear 
their kettle* It is therefore impoflible, 
but that vidhialsi kept in fuch veflels^ 
tnuft prove prejudicial to their health* 
It fometimes happens that the fields 
tof thefe barbarians are covered with 
|)lentiful crops ; but, inftead of waiting 

S x^ 
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till the grain attains to maturity, thqr 
cut it down, and dry it over hot cin« 
ders ; without refledling that, by pur« 
fuing this method, they deprive them<> 
felves of that abundance which is ne- 
cefTary for the fupport of their familiesi 
and of draw to feed their cattle, which^ 
for the mod part, are reduced to the 
neceflity of browzing on dry branches 
of trees ; and that they themfelves are 
often obliged to eat the faddles and 
girths from the backs of their camels* 
I could not fee without regret, the lit- 
tle care which thefe barbarians take in 
preparing the earth: they leave the 
feed between heaps of Hones, and a- 
mong buflies, the parched roots of 
which abforb all the moifture. of the 
ground, on which the waters leave a 
kind of mud very proper for aflifting 
early vegetation. The perfon who is 
employed to till the ground, repairs to 

thofe 
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thofe fpots which the rain has piinci- 
pally moiftened, and fcatters the feed 
here and there indifferently j after 
which, he turns up the earth with a 
plow drawn by one camel, which con- 
fequently makes ti furrow of very little 
depth. If the moifture of the clouds 
happens to fecond his labour, each re<« 
tires with his portion to fome rock or 
cavern. In paffing through more fer- 
tile cantons, I have found, under my 
feet, iheaves of com, the full ears of 
which invited the mofl opulent Arab 
to collect them. Others, heaped one 
upon another, remained expo fed to the 
injuries of the weather, becaufe the 
proprietor found himfelf provided with 
enough to lad him until the feafon 
when the vapours attracted by the 
mountains Ihould fall down in torrents, 
and overflow the vallies. 



€C 
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Tb it poflible/' reaibned I with my« 
jfelfy ^^ that any of mankind are in fach 
a ftate of ignorance, a$ to make fo lit- 
tle improvement of the bleiCngs of 
Providence f How happy would I think - 
xnyielf, with any kind of food, fuited 
to my tafte T' I have at timet taken a 
few handfuls of this barley, and having 
cleaned the grain by rubbing it in my 
hands, I then eat it with inexpreflible 
pleafure; on fach occafions, I could 
have imagined that I was tranfported, 
where the manna rained down from the 
flcy, for the fupport of the Ifraelites in 
the wildernefs* 

From any thing I could ever leam 
from the Arabs, with whom I lived, 
they are wholly itrangers to every kind 
of induftrious labour, and equally un* 
willing to be inftrud:ed. They have 
only two Artifans among them, and 
thefe they regard with a kind of vene- 
ration, 
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ration, and doubtlefs with aftoniOi- 
ment, when they fee them imitate ii| 
any manner, the works of foreigners, 
for they themfel ves are incapable of do- 
ing any thing. A Wheel-wright and 
a Black-fmith, were in pofleillon of the 
whole Arts and Sciences of the coun- 
try. The knowledge of the firft wag 
exercifed in making wooden difhea, 
xnorters and plows ; but he has never 
yet been able to give to that inftrument 
of agriculture, that fhape, which is 
proper, and would make it eafy for the 
hand of the labourer. The other, la- 
bours with (Irength of arm upon iron^ 
and is equally ignorant of its good ajad 
bad qualities. I have frequently ieen 
him heat his iron many times in the 
fire, till he had exhaufled all its virtue, 
and then he was obliged to give it up, 
without making any thing of it ; and if 
at other times he was more fortunate. 
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he never produced more than a cliimfy 
refembiance of the article which hi 
wifhed to intfitate. The fame Aftifan, 
wrought with equal confidence in pre- 
cious metals. My matter one day, 
brought to him the chain of gold 
which I had given him, with orders to 
make ring^ of it for his datighter. T!ht 
ignorant fellow, after having examined 
it, pretended that it was not gold. He 
compared it with a piece of a mixed 
metal, which he had procured from 
one of our wrecks, and which he infill- 
ed was pure gold. To fupport his af- 
fertion, he remarked that mine was of 
various colours, but his was real metal 
and of a yellower hue. In fhort after 
feveral remarks and diflertations equal- 
ly ridiculous as ill founded, he came 
to the rcfolution of making a hole in a 
piece of charcoal, in which he inclofed 
it J and after having blown the fire 

'^cll^ 



trell^ he tras hickj enough to melt % 
and to form rings as large as the roimd 
of a fnuff-box. His genius was gene^ 
rally admired, and he got a bowl of 
butter milk for his reward. 

What pains did I not take to teach 
them a method of grinding their bar^*- 
ley with mote eafe, and to fann it ! 
How much have I laboured to inftru^ 
them how to load their camels^ with 
inore equal weight On both fides, ia 
fuch a manner as not to hurt their fideai^ 
and to keep their inftraments from be* 
ing in continual danger of being bro^ 
ken, by falling to the ground ! I wilh^- 
ed to make them at mofe pains in la^ 
bearing the earth; and to gather i4 
their harveft with more care ; in fliort; 
I wifhed to polifli them ; but?, my at^ 
tempts were vain ; they are more con^- 
ceited than their camels i (which is by 
no means faying little j much have I 
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iofiered from thefe animals during the 
thirteen months I kept them !) What 
evidences do they give in every thing 
they undertake of their want of capa- 
city ;— it is not poflible to root out their 
prejudices, or corredt their ill habits. 
I have feen in the hands of the fmith, 
the flourifh of a gun-lock, with which 
he laboured fifteen whole days ; when 
he had finifhed his work, I told him 
that it was fo ill fitted to the cafe, that 
the perfbn to whomi it belonged, could 
not make ufe of it without running 
great rifques. All the bye-flandei^i 
wifhed me to make a trial of it, but I 
declined it; the workman, however, 
through the abundance of his felf-con- 
ceit, would try it himfelf, and accor- 
dingly it carried olf part of his jaw- 
bone and hand. I was convinced from 
what I had feen, that this Gun-fmith's 

want 
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want of fkill, was the occafion of many 
wounds which they received in battle* 
Often did they queftion us, if there 
was not a Gun-fmith ^mong us ; they 
feemed to think I was one, from the 
obfervations which I had made : Their 
arms are in the worft condition imagi« 
nable* They are in general exported 
guns which the Arabs of the tribe of 
Trargea get in barter for camels. Some 
tribes have procured them from aboard 
fhips which have been wrecked on their 
coafls, and fome bring them fo far as 
from Morocco. Thefc lail are more 
fubftantial, but fo difficult to manage^ 
that they prefer thofe from Europe, 
and above all, double barrelled gunsi 
There is not an Arab who would not 
chearfully give a Chriftian flave for one 
of thefe guns. When they need re- 
pair, it is done with iron, which they 
have ab(lra(^ed from £hips« I was at 
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firft aftoniflied to fee with what eager- 
nef8 they ftaved barrtls of fpirits (aqua 
vi/^J for the fake of their iron hoops ; 
I could not have fuppofed they could 
have made ufe of fuch wretched iroa 
for that purpofe. If metal and gunS| 
are objedts of fuch value in their eyes, 
one can readily conceive that (tones/ 
balls, lead and powder, are far from 
being ot little confequence with them. 
They can very well diftinguilh good 
powder from bad* There is a powder 
manufacflory in the little city of Guad- 
num ; but it is fo coarfe and bad, as 
to have often very little efiedl, fome- 
times none at all. It clogs and dirties 
the gun ; and for want of oil, they arc 
often obliged to greafe them with but- 
ter. 

If we may except thefe crimes, which 
they endeavour to commit under night, 
thefe people never make a myftery of 

their 



MR DB BRISSOW. ttg 

their a^ons. If any of them are pro- 
pofing to take a long journey, they ia« 
form the whole village, who meet to- 
gether to give theit beft advice to the 
traveller. Every one puts in his word, 
even children of fourteen years, who 
fpeak with as much confidence, as an 
old man could do in propofing an af- 
fair of importance. Thefe conferences, 
which they have together for the purpo- 
fes of either condemning or approving 
of one another's fchemes, are fome- 
times prolonged for a whole month* 
It is in the fame manner they confult 
about changing their encampment, or 
removing the camels to the fea coafb 
This laft matter is always very long in 
being decided upon, on account of the 
diftance, as alfo what they muft fuflfer 
in being deprived of milk till the re- 
turn of thefe animals. It is true, that 
in fuch cafes, thofe who do not fend 
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away their camels, fupply thdfe that 
toe in want, but it is always in the view 
of being fully repaid, as they elcprefi \t 
themfelves; They never manifeft fuch 
joy as on the return of the flocks. 
They come back loaded with boweh 
well filled with water; and although 
it has contradted a tafle lind finell ex- 
ceedingly diiagrbeable ; it is howeyer 
fo fcarce, that they drink it with much 
enjoyment. 

Every perfon in Europe fuppoies that 
a dog would run mad, if deprived of 
drink ; in the deferts of Arabia, where 
the heat is exceflive, they never drink 
any, and commonly live on ekcrement. 
The camels will fubfift foUr months 
without tailing a drop of water. The 
goats and fheep drink dill left. In- 
deed, if it Were not for the horfcs, the 
Arabs would never go in fearch of 
Vater. They would Wait on that 

which 



i»^Vich falls from the £ky.' The raini 
Vrhich ufually fall about the month of 
Odlober, fpread an univerftl joy ; they 
keep all their holidays at this period* 
You can form no idea of this general 
happinefs, you, who have never expe* 
rienced this want. 

A hufband cannot divorce hU wife^ 
Ivithout the previous permifHon of the 
old men of the village, who never re* 
fufe it. The woihen are on all occafi- 
ons treated with the greateft contempts 
They never afTume the name of the 
their hufband, but retain that which 
Was given them at their birth. The 
thildren aire not even called by their 
father's name. In almoft all the colo- 
nies in which I have been converfant^ 
there are only four .or five different 
liames in ufb among them. They are 
diftinguiflied by that of their tribe, ior 
Ibnie other fumame. When an Arab 

T ^^"^ 
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£ctB out on a long journey « hu fpoii&y 
after having received his adieu, follows 
him about twenty paces from his dwel-> 
ling, and throws after him the (lonC| 
which is ufed for driving in the pikes 
of their tent, and in the place where it 
lies, {he buries it in the fand till his 
return. It is thus fhe expreffes her 
good wifhes, for a fuccefsful journey 
to him. 

Although the women behave very 
indecently bojh in their words and ac-» 
tions, they are however faithful to their 
hufbands* It is difficult to reconcile 
the tendernefs which they lliew to- 
wards their children, and the barbari- 
ty with which they Gorre£l them, efi 
pecially the daughters, who are much 
negle<5led both by the father and mo- 
then However, it is in their appear- 
ance that they dif^ilay their opulence; 
they oraaiuent their cars, arms and 



iegSi ^ith rings df gold Add filver^ 
They put fj muth^ alloy in thrir fiivcr, 
that it is litt4e elfe than whitened cop- 
per. The poorer clals make ufe of no 
other metal than this. 

Nothing can e*ceed the joy of the pa- 
rentSi upon the birth of a Son. They 
think it is a very lucky circumftarice, 
when the mother is delivered without 
afliftance from either male or femslle j 
thus it frequently happens, that (he ia 
delivered alone. She is ftretched out 
upon the fend, and when the child i» 
BorUj takes a drop of milk to ftrengtH- 
en her, and remains lying on tfec? 
ground, in i v^tetched tiettt, \f)rhicH^ 
fcarcely dtfendB- her front the weather*' 

Every woman, On the birtk of a fo% 
as a demon (Iration of her jdy, blaekei<)b^ 
her face for fort^ days. When d daugh- 
ter is born, fhte only daubs the half of 
her face, and^ that for twenty days. If 

T ^ ^^ 
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the poor infants could only fee what i 
hideous appearance their mother makes, 
they would not come near her bread. I 
never in my life faw fo {hocking a fight. 
I could never keep in temper, to 
fee the cruelty, with which thefe wo- 
men ufe their children, even while 
at the breafl. They give them great 
blows with their fifl upon the back, 
to make them ileep; and to prevent 
their crying, pinch them unmerci- 
fully, and twill their fkin with their 
fingers. I have feen thefe inhuman 
mothers fet out with them the fame 
day they were delivered, to go to an 
encampment fifteen or twenty leagues 
diftant. They place them without care, 
in a kind of cradle, which is fet on 
the top of a camel's load. As in this 
fituation, they are very confpicuous, 
they endeavour to make a fhew, and 
eclipfe one another j for this purpofe, 

they 



Chey decorate the bodies o^ their oa^ 
mels with (tripes of fcarlet coloured 
.cloth^ and white ragsi The four (toopi 
which fupport the body of the cradle^ 
are adorned with kavea of copper gilt 
with gold or filver; 

Icis the women in general who lift 
the pikes of the tents, when their hus- 
bands are refolved to move their camp^-^ 
They alfo have the charge of the camell 
under the infpedipn of their mailers* 
When the hufband mounts his horfe; 
it is his wife who holds the (lirrup to 
him, although ihe ibmetimer faUs and 
JauTts herfelf ; this gives him little 
uneafinefs, provided^ at his arrival^ ^ 
ihe is fufficiently recovered to attend 
him With a bowl of butter milk. 

I have often been ihocked to fee ontf 
of thcfe AlPib^ (who, not being rich 
enough to^ keep a horfe, having beed 
fOouAted above his packages^) leave td 

T3 <!M. 
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the affirighted women, the trouble of 
lifting up agsuQ the load, which had 
been thrown over, while he went to 
lie at his eafe behind a bufh. 

Nothing can be more haughty, than 
an Arab's behaviour to his wife ; and 
nothing more humble than that of a 
wife in the prefence of her hufband : 
She is not allowed to eat with him; but 
after having ferved him, ihe retires dll 
her hufband calls upon her, to give her 
what he leaves. 

An Arab cannot without incivility, 
enter into his neighbour's tent, on any 
account ; he calls {landing at the door, 
and the woman who. hears him, vails 
herfelf immediately, in the fame man-* 
ner which Ihe does, when ftie pafles a- 
ny perfon. A hufband would be nluch 
to blame, if on entering into his. tent, 
he fhould lie down upon the mat 
which belongs to his wife ; he cannot 

enjoy 
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enjoy this favour, but when flie is in 
bed. They are indeed very attentive 
to their wives when with child. In eve- 
ry family, there is at leaft five or fix 
children, and a plurality of wives be- 
ing permitted, one may eafily conceive 
how foon thefe colonies become confi- 
fiderable. There is no jealoufy fubfifla 
between thefe rival wives; although 
they all live under the fame tent, and 
are witnefFes of their hufband's embra- 
ces to each other. 

. The Lodging which is appointed for 
a new married couple, is adorned with 
a fmall white flag. The Bridegroom 
wears around his brows, a bandage of 
the fame colour ; whether it be his firft 
or fifth marriage, he is always, decora^ 
ted with this mark of virginity, be his 
age what it may. The day of the mar- 
riage ceremony, he caufes a camel to be 
ilain for the entertainment of his guefts^ 
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The womca aad childrcD, withimi any 
diftmdxKi, aflrmUc nmnd the dnun^ 
Bcr; wlulc he, fist upoQ the ground, 
beats with bit hand upon the infiru* 
ment, and fonnding through the other 
hand Uhe a tnimpcc^ he adds to this 
horrid noife, the beatiog of his drum, 
and an iron- chain which he moves 
with his arm ; one perfbn only daAcei 
to thele intbr&aicnts. Without moving 
from his place, his arms, his head and 
his eyes follow the mufic. His body re^ 
mains without any perceptible motion. 
His hands waving before his body, 
form dificrent gefhires every one more 
indecent than another. All the fpeda- 
tors beat time with their hands. With 
the neck bent forward, and the jaw- 
bone turned fometimes to one fide, and 
fometimes another, they make a thou- 
fand different wry laces, to which the 
dancing lady anfwers with an ailonifh- 

ing 
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ing precifion. She finifhes with gently 

reclining towards the mufician ; the 

founds of the inftrument gradually be* 

come weaker, the eyes of the Adlrefs 

are half clofed, fhe gently prefTes her 

bofom, every thing exprefTes violent paC» 

fion — But it is not poffible to give ai^ 

idek of what now paHes, nor the air of 

indifference, with which the woman, 

who lately played a like part, joins her 

companions. The young people form 

themfelves. into a circle., in the midft 

of which only one remains (tanding 

on one leg, and with the other endea<« 

vours to defend himfelf from the blows 

which they wifh to aim at him, and the 

fir (I whom he ftrikes takes his place. 

This piece of dexterity is the only one 

with which they are acquainted. 

The day following the marriage, they 
feparate the new married bride from 
her hufband, and the friends who are 
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l^aclicss tl^m to read and write, give« 
thei^ inflrvuStians with a loud voices 
and as each of them is learning a dif* 
ferent lellbn, it occafions a horrid noifc# 
The leflbns they give theui are writtea 
upon fmall boards of poliflied wood. 
One lefTon learned, they efface it, and 
write another upon it ; they make theii* 
pen of a finall piece of wood. Their 
cyphers pretty much refcmble ours. 

After what I have related of thefe 
barbarians, was it poffible that 1 fhould 
not be anxious to. be again reftored to 
iny native country ! We complain when 
we change our dwellings j weep, when 
we part with friehdif ; are uneafy, when 
we forget a handkerchief, or have a 
beard two days without being Ihaved ; 
and 1 have been a flave, naked, bit 
with vermin, wounded in every part 
of my body, my bed among fand ei-* 
ther burning or moid for fourteen 



1^8 CAPTIVITY o)r 

months. O IMvine Providence ! tt iii 
by thee I ha^e been ibpported in what 
I have undergone, to thee I have faa> 
ficed my fuiTerings, and from thee I a* 
pe6l my rewarcL 
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Tlie indulgent Reader it intretted to ttcend to die 
following inaccuracies which have efcaped through 
hurry at prefs. 

P. 24. 1. I. for were acquainted^ read were Rale aequainted* 

— ^g. at bottom, for my mafier caufed me repeat them t9 

iimf read I caufed my mttfler repeat them to me* 
»— 57 L 3. from bottom, iox^ntjhed me, read made mi 

lofe my eye-jight. 
*— 70. L 4* from bottom, for long accuftomed fb h ier 

dufef read wbo/e dupe I bad long been, 

— 76. line laft, for better, read more Jo* 

«— 82. 1. I • for afraid of, read as much afraid ef you at of. 
-— ii8. L 3* from bottom, {or fallen upon the plactf 

read found me In the place. 
«-* 154. L 7* for except^ read Me. 
^— 156. L 4* for on their feet, read without feet. 

— 1 6o. L 1 3* for upon afrejb order, read till new or Jen » 
-— itS3. at bottom, for ae we had no guardt, read aA 

though we had guardt* 
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